
Outdoor Heritage Fund 
 
04/23/2026 
 
Outdoor Heritage Fund Grant Review Committee 

Dear Grant Review Committee, 

On behalf of the West Fargo Park District, I am pleased to submit this grant proposal for funding 
through the Outdoor Heritage Fund in support of our Pollinator Garden Project. This project 
represents an important opportunity to restore and enhance habitat, strengthen local 
biodiversity, and provide lasting conservation benefits within a growing community. 

The proposed pollinator garden will establish high-quality habitat using native and regionally 
appropriate plant species that support bees, butterflies, birds, and other wildlife critical to a 
healthy ecosystem. By converting underutilized public land into a sustainable natural space, the 
project will contribute to habitat restoration goals while improving environmental stewardship 
and community awareness. 

As West Fargo continues to grow, preserving and creating natural spaces is increasingly 
important. This project will offer residents, families, and local schools access to a meaningful 
outdoor resource where they can learn about pollinators, native landscapes, and the importance 
of conservation. The garden will serve as both a habitat asset and an educational feature for 
years to come. 

The West Fargo Park District is fully committed to the long-term success of this project through 
staff support, maintenance capacity, equipment resources, and future operational budgeting. 
Grant funding will allow us to establish this impactful project while maximizing local investment 
through in-kind labor and ongoing stewardship. 

We respectfully believe this proposal aligns strongly with the Outdoor Heritage Fund’s mission 
to restore, protect, and enhance Minnesota’s wetlands, prairies, forests, and habitat for fish, 
game, and wildlife. With your support, this project will create a lasting legacy of conservation 
and public benefit for future generations. 

Thank you for your time, consideration, and dedication to preserving our outdoor heritage. We 
respectfully request your favorable consideration. 

Sincerely, 
 
Alexis Morowski 
Maintenance 
West Fargo Park District 
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Outdoor Heritage Fund Grant Application                    
 
 

Instructions 
After completing the form, applications and supporting documentation may be 
submitted by e-mail to ndicgrants@nd.gov. Only electronic copies will be permitted.  
 
You are not limited to the spacing provided, except in those instances where there is a limit on the 
number of words.  If you need additional space, please indicate that on the application form, answer 
the question on a separate page, and include with your submission.   
 
The application and all attachments must be received by the application deadline. You may submit 
your application at any time prior to the application deadline.  Applicants are strongly encouraged to 
submit applications prior to the deadline for staff review in order ensure that proposals will be 
complete when submitted on deadline date.  Incomplete applications may not be considered for 
funding.    
 
Please review the back of this form to determine project eligibility, definitions, budget criteria, and 
statutory requirements.  
    
Project Title: River’s Bend Pollinator Garden  
 
Name of Organization: West Fargo Parks District  
 
Point of Contact (POC): Alexis Morowski 
  
Address: 601 26th Ave 
 
City: West Fargo 
 
County: Cass 
 
State: North Dakota 
 
Zip Code: 58078 
 
POC Email: lexi@wfparks.org 
 
Organization Web Site Address (If applicable): https://wfparks.org/ 
 
POC Phone: 701-430-2182 
   
List Names of Co-applicants if Joint Proposal: 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:ndicgrants@nd.gov
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MAJOR Directive:   
Choose only one response 
 
Ο  Directive A  Providing access to private and public lands for sportsmen, including projects 
that create fish and wildlife habitat and provide access for sportsmen; 
 
O Directive B  Improving, maintaining, and restoring water quality, soil conditions, plant 
diversity, and animal systems and by supporting other practices of stewardship to enhance 
farming and ranching; 
 
Ο Directive C  Developing, enhancing, conserving, and restoring wildlife and fish habitat on 
private and public lands; and  
 
X Directive D  Conserving natural areas and creating other areas for recreation through the 
establishment and development of parks and other recreation areas. 
 
Additional Directive(s):  
Choose all that apply 
 
Ο Directive A   
X Directive B   
X Directive C   
O Directive D  
 
Type of Organization:   
 
X State Agency 
 

Ο Political Subdivision 
 

Ο Tribal Entity 
 

Ο Tax-exempt, nonprofit corporation 
 
Abstract/Executive Summary:    
Summarize the project, including its objectives, expected results, duration, total project costs 
and participants.  (No more than 500 words)  
Project Summary 
The West Fargo Park District proposes the development of a publicly accessible pollinator 
garden designed to enhance habitat for native pollinators, promote environmental education, 
and provide welcoming outdoor space for community members. The project will convert an 
underutilized area of parkland into a native, low-maintenance landscape that supports bees, 
butterflies, and other beneficial insects while improving overall park aesthetics and 
biodiversity. 
Objectives 
The primary objectives of the project are to: 

1. Establish diverse native flowering plants that provide nectar and pollen throughout the 
growing season; 
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2. Increase local pollinator populations and habitat connectivity; 
 
 

3. Educate the public on the importance of pollinators and native plants through signage 
and programming; and 
 
 

4. Create a functional, attractive gathering space with seating that encourages passive 
recreation and nature appreciation. 
 
 

Expected Results 
Upon completion, the pollinator garden will provide a sustainable habitat supporting a wide 
variety of pollinator species. Expected outcomes include increased pollinator activity, 
improved plant diversity, reduced turf maintenance requirements, and enhanced 
environmental awareness among park users. The garden will also serve as a demonstration 
site for native landscaping practices, benefiting schools, community groups, and visitors. 
Duration 
The project is anticipated to be completed within one growing season. Planning, site 
preparation, and planting will occur in spring and early summer, with establishment and initial 
monitoring continuing through the fall. Ongoing maintenance and evaluation will be 
incorporated into the Park District’s regular operations in subsequent years. 
Total Project Costs 
Total project costs are estimated at approximately $19,403.33. Expenses include site 
preparation, native plant materials and seed mixes, soil amendments, hardscape elements 
such as benches and a central concrete seating area, educational signage, and labor. The 
West Fargo Park District will provide in-kind contributions including staff time, equipment use, 
and long-term maintenance. 
Participants 
Project participants include West Fargo Park District staff, local contractors, and community 
volunteers. Park District staff will oversee planning, installation, and maintenance. Volunteers 
and community partners may assist with planting events and educational outreach, fostering 
community ownership and stewardship of the garden. 
 
 
 
 
Project Duration: 4 months  
Indicate the intended schedule for drawing down OHF funds. 
 
Amount of Grant Request:  $  14843.33 
 
Total Project Costs:  $19403.33 
Note: In-kind and indirect costs can be used for matching funds 
Amount of Matching Funds:  $ 4560 
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A minimum of 25% Match Funding is required. Indicate if the matching funds will be cash, in-kind, 
or cash. Please provide verification that these matching funds are available for your project.  
 
Note that effective as of July 1, 2015 no State General Fund dollars can be used for a match unless 
funding was legislatively appropriated for that purpose. 
 

Project Associated Expense Amount of Match Funding Source Type of Match 
(Cash, In-kind, or Indirect) 

Landscaping and dirt work  $4,560.00 West Fargo Parks 
Labor  

In-Kind 

 $   
 $   
 $   
 $   
 $    
TOTAL    

 
Certifications:    
X I certify that this application has been made with the support of the governing body and 
chief executive of my organization. 
 
X  I certify that if awarded grant funding none of the funding will be used for any of the 
exemptions noted in the back of this application.  
 
Narrative: 
 
Organization Information – Briefly summarize your organization’s history, mission, 
current programs, and activities.  
Include an overview of your organizational structure, including board, staff, and volunteer involvement.  
(No more than 300 words) 
The West Fargo Park District (WFPD) was established in 1957 in response to the community’s growing 
need for accessible parks, recreation, and public gathering spaces. Over more than five decades, the 
district has expanded alongside the City of West Fargo, evolving into a comprehensive public agency 
dedicated to enhancing quality of life through thoughtfully planned parks, facilities, and programs. 
Today, WFPD serves a diverse and rapidly growing population and remains a trusted steward of public 
recreational resources. 
The mission of the West Fargo Park District is to enhance the quality of life for all residents by providing 
inclusive parks, facilities, and recreational opportunities that promote physical health, social connection, 
and lifelong learning. The district is committed to accessibility, sustainability, and community 
engagement, ensuring that programs and spaces meet the needs of individuals of all ages, abilities, 
and backgrounds. 
Currently, WFPD manages and maintains an extensive system of parks, playgrounds, trails, sports 
fields, and recreational facilities throughout West Fargo. The district offers a wide range of programs 
designed to encourage active lifestyles and community involvement. Youth programs include sports 
leagues, instructional classes, summer camps, and enrichment opportunities that support physical 
development and teamwork. Adult and family programs feature fitness classes, recreation leagues, arts 
programming, and special events that foster wellness and social connection. Senior programs 
emphasize health, mobility, and social engagement through accessible recreational offerings. 
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In addition to ongoing programming, the district hosts community events and collaborates with schools, 
nonprofit organizations, and local partners to expand access to recreation and strengthen community 
ties. Through strategic planning, responsible resource management, and responsive programming, the 
West Fargo Park District continues to play a vital role in building a healthy, connected, and vibrant 
community. 
 
 
 
 
Purpose of Grant – Describe the proposed project identifying how the project will meet 
the specific directive(s) of the Outdoor Heritage Fund Program.   
Identify project goals, strategies, and benefits and your timetable for implementation. Include 
information about the need for the project and whether there is urgency for funding. Indicate if this is a 
new project or if it is replacing funding that is no longer available to your organization.  Identify any 
innovative features or processes of your project. Note: If your proposal provides funding to an individual, 
the names of the recipients must be reported to the Industrial Commission/Outdoor Heritage Fund.  
These names will be disclosed upon request. 
The purpose of the proposed pollinator garden is to restore and enhance native habitat while promoting 
conservation education and outdoor engagement within the community. The garden will be designed 
using regionally appropriate native plants that provide essential food sources and shelter for pollinators 
such as bees, butterflies, and other beneficial insects. By increasing plant diversity and supporting 
pollinator populations, the project contributes to the long-term health of local ecosystems and 
strengthens ecological resilience. 
This project directly aligns the Outdoor Heritage Fund (OHF) program’s directives by supporting 
conservation, habitat restoration, and public access to outdoor resources. The pollinator garden will 
improve wildlife habitat on public land by replacing or enhancing existing turf or underutilized space 
with native vegetation, thereby supporting species of conservation concern and promoting biodiversity. 
Native plantings will reduce the need for irrigation, fertilizers, and chemical inputs, supporting 
sustainable land management practices consistent with OHF goals. 
The garden will also serve as an accessible outdoor learning environment, advancing OHF’s emphasis 
on education and public engagement. Interpretive signage will provide information on native plants, 
pollinators, and conservation practices, increasing public awareness of the importance of habitat 
protection. The inclusion of seating, walking paths, and universal design features will ensure that 
residents of all ages and abilities can experience and learn from space. 
In addition, the project fosters community stewardship by encouraging volunteer participation in 
planting and maintenance activities and by serving as a demonstration site for conservation-focused 
landscaping. By combining habitat restoration, education, and public accessibility, the pollinator garden 
advances the Outdoor Heritage Fund’s mission to conserve natural resources while providing 
meaningful outdoor experiences for current and future generations. 
 
For Tree/Shrub/Grass Plantings: Provide a planting plan describing the site design, planting methods, 
number of trees/shrubs by species and stock size, grass species, and future maintenance. A statement 
certifying that the applicant will adhere to USDA-NRCS tree/shrub/grass planting specifications along 
with the name of the governmental entity designing the planting may be substituted for a planting plan.  
Site Design 
The pollinator garden will be installed in a semi-circular layout surrounding a central concrete seating 
area with benches. Plantings are arranged in layers to provide continuous bloom, structural interest, 
and habitat value throughout the growing season. Trees and shrubs are located along the perimeter to 
define the space and provide height, while grass and flowering perennials fill the interior planting zones. 
Clear sightlines, accessibility, and long-term sustainability were key design considerations. 
Planting Methods 
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All planting will follow USDA-NRCS conservation practice standards. Existing turf and invasive 
vegetation will be removed prior to planting. Trees and shrubs will be planted in properly sized holes 
with root flare exposed and mulched to conserve moisture. Perennials and grasses will be installed 
from container stock and spaced according to mature plant size. Temporary watering will be provided 
during establishment, with erosion control measures used as necessary. 
Trees and Shrubs (by Species and Stock Size) 

Flowering crabapple (Malus spp.) 25-gallon pot 
Ivory Silk lilac (Syringa reticulata ‘Ivory Silk’) 25-gallon pot 
Lilac Bush/Shrub (syringa spp.) Container stock 
Prairie Rose (Rosa Arkansana) Container stock  
Grass Species  
Northwind switchgrass (panicum virgatum 
‘Northwind’) 

Container stock 

Flowering Perennials  
Anise Hyssop (Agastache foeniculum) Container stock 
Golden Alexanders (Zizia aurea) Container stock 
Golden-Eyed Susan (Rudbeckia hirta) Container stock 
Purple Black-Eyed Susan (Rudbeckia spp.) Container stock 
Blazing Star (Liatris specata) Container stock 
Asters (Symphyotrichum spp.) Container stock 
Plains Coreopsis (Coreopsis tinctoria) Container stock 
Goldenrod (Solidago) Container stock 
Purple Prairie Clover (Dalea purpurea) Container stock 
Wood Lily (lilium philadelphicum) Container stock 
 Jackmanii Clematis  Container stock 

 
All plant species were selected for their adaptability to local conditions, extended bloom periods, and 
documented value to pollinators. 
Future Maintenance 
Maintenance during the first two growing seasons will include watering during dry periods, spot 
weeding, and replacement of failed plants as needed. After establishment, maintenance will be minimal 
and will consist of annual spring cutbacks, invasive species control, and routine monitoring. No regular 
pesticide use is anticipated. The West Fargo Park District will incorporate ongoing care into its standard 
park maintenance program. 
USDA-NRCS Compliance Statement 
The West Fargo Park District certifies that all tree, shrub, grass, and perennial plantings will be installed 
and maintained in accordance with USDA-NRCS planting specifications. The planting design was 
developed by the West Fargo Park District. 
 
For Projects Including Section 319 Funding: Provide in detail the specific best management 
practices that will be implemented and the specific projects for which you are seeking funding.    
 
For Projects Including Fencing: A minimum cost share of 40% by the recipient is preferred. Include 
detailed information on the type of fencing to be installed, whether funding is requested for boundary 
fencing, new or replacement of existing fencing, and/or cross fencing.    
 
 
 
 
Is This Project Part of a Comprehensive Conservation Plan?      Yes          No   X 
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If yes, provide a copy with the application. 
Note:  Projects involving buildings and infrastructure will only be considered if part of a Comprehensive 
Conservation Plan.  Please refer to the “Definitions” section at the back of the form for more details. 
 
Management of Project – Provide a description of how you will manage and oversee the 
project to ensure it is carried out on schedule and in a manner that best ensures its 
objectives will be met. 
Include a brief background and work experience for those managing the project. 
 
The pollinator garden will be managed and overseen by the West Fargo Park District to ensure the 
project is completed on schedule, within budget, and in a manner that fully meets its ecological and 
educational objectives. The Park District will serve as the lead entity responsible for planning, 
coordination, installation, and long-term stewardship of the site. 
Project oversight will be provided by the Park District’s planning and operations staff, who will 
coordinate all phases of development, including site preparation, procurement of native plant materials, 
contractor and volunteer coordination, and installation of garden features such as pathways, seating, 
and interpretive elements. A clear project timeline will be established prior to construction, with defined 
milestones for finalization, site preparation, planting, and project completion. Progress will be regularly 
reviewed to ensure adherence to the approved schedule. 
The garden will be planted using regionally appropriate native species selected for their ability to 
support pollinators while thriving in local soil and climate conditions. Installation will follow best 
management practices for native landscaping to maximize plant establishment, reduce long-term 
maintenance needs, and ensure ecological success. Any necessary adjustments during 
implementation will be evaluated by staff to maintain alignment with project goals. 
Ongoing management will be integrated into the Park District’s existing park maintenance program. 
Maintenance activities will include seasonal inspections, invasive species control, limited mowing 
where appropriate, mulching, and supplemental watering during establishment periods. Chemical use 
will be minimized or eliminated to protect pollinators and surrounding habitats. 
Through consistent oversight, clear scheduling, and long-term maintenance planning, the West Fargo 
Park District will ensure the pollinator garden is implemented effectively and continues to meet its 
conservation, education, and community engagement objectives well into the future. 
 
 
 
 
Evaluation – Describe your plan to document progress and results.  
Please be specific on the methods you will utilize to measure success.  Note that regular reporting, final 
evaluation, and expenditure reports will be required for every grant awarded.   
Progress and results of the pollinator garden will be documented throughout all phases of the project 
to ensure transparency, accountability, and measurable outcomes. The West Fargo Park District will 
maintain written and visual records from initial site preparation through final installation and ongoing 
establishment. 
During implementation, staff will document key milestones including site preparation, planting activities, 
installation of garden features, and project completion. This will include dated photographs taken from 
consistent vantage points to visually demonstrate progress and changes over time, as well as brief 
written summaries describing completed tasks and any adjustments made to the project schedule or 
design. 
Following installation, results will be documented through seasonal monitoring of plant establishment 
and pollinator activity. Staff will conduct periodic site observations to assess plant health, species 
survival, and evidence of pollinator use such as bees, butterflies, and other beneficial insects. 
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Maintenance activities and observations will be logged to track long-term performance and 
sustainability. 
Educational and community engagement outcomes will also be documented. This may include records 
of volunteer participation, educational signage installation, and use of the garden by the public. 
Feedback from staff, partners, or visitors may be collected informally to help evaluate the garden’s 
value as an educational and recreational resource. 
All documentation will be compiled into internal project records and used to fulfill grant reporting 
requirements. This ongoing documentation process will help demonstrate project success, guide future 
management decisions, and ensure the garden continues to meet its conservation and public benefit 
objectives. 
 
Financial Information: 
 
Project Budget – Use the table below to provide an itemized list of project expenses and 
describe the matching funds being utilized for this project. 
Indicate if the matching funds are in the form of cash, in-kind or indirect services. The budget should 
identify all other committed funding sources and the amount of funding from each source.  A minimum 
of 25% match funding is required.  An application will be scored higher the greater the amount of 
match funding provided. See Scoring Form at OHF-Scoring-Form.pdf 
 
Certain values have been identified for in-kind services as detailed under Budget Information at the 
back of this form.  Refer to that section and utilize these values in identifying your matching funds. 
NOTE:  No indirect costs will be funded without supporting documentation for project expenses, 
including bids, that must be included or application will be considered incomplete. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Project 
Expense 

 

OHF Request 
 

Applicant’s 
Match Share 

(Cash) 

Applicant’s 
Match Share 

(In-kind) 

Applicant’s 
Match Share 

(Indirect) 

Other Project 
Sponsor’s 

Share 

Total Each 
Project 

Expense 

Concrete  $8444.50 $ $2960.30 $ $ $11404.80 
Landscaping 
materials 

$4490.53 $ $1122.63 $ $ $5613.16 

Native Plants $1908.30 $ $477.07 $ $ $2385.37 
 $ $ $ $ $ $ 
 $ $ $ $ $ $ 
 $ $ $ $ $ $ 
TOTAL $14843.33 $ $4560 $ $ $19403.33 

Note: Costs for seeding, fencing, pipelines, wells, and cover crops cannot exceed NRCS Field Office 
Tech Guide without justification. Projects involving perimeter fencing must follow NRCS eligibility 
standards. 
 
Budget Narrative – Use the space below to provide additional detail regarding project expenses.  
 
The proposed pollinator garden project includes expenses related to plant materials, site 
preparation, landscaping features, and labor installation necessary to establish a sustainable 

https://www.ndic.nd.gov/sites/www/files/documents/Outdoor-Heritage-Fund/Applicant-Information/Review--Score-Documents/OHF-Scoring-Form.pdf
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native habitat. Plant material costs total $1,908.30 and include native trees, shrubs, grasses, 
and flowering perennials selected to provide season-long nectar and pollen resources for 
pollinators. Species such as anise hyssop, blazing star, golden alexanders, asters, goldenrod, 
prairie clover, and plains coreopsis were chosen for their ecological value and ability to support 
bees, butterflies, and other beneficial insects. Structural plantings including flowering 
crabapple, ivory silk lilac, lilac shrubs, prairie rose, and Northwind switch grass will provide 
vertical habitat, seasonal bloom diversity, and winter cover for wildlife. 
 
Site preparation and landscape material costs total $12,935.03 include concrete, mulch and 
soil amendments needed to prepare approximately 2063.27 square feet of planting area and 
ensure proper plant establishment. Additional features such as educational signage, benches, 
bird houses, bird baths, and a decorative archway are included to enhance the educational 
and recreational value of the garden. Interpretive signage will inform visitors about the 
importance of pollinators and native plants while encouraging community engagement and 
environmental stewardship. 
 
Labor costs totaling $4,560 represent the estimated value of in-kind staff contributions provided 
by the West Fargo Park District as part of the project’s required grant match. These in-kind 
services include staff time dedicated to site preparation, planting of native species, mulching, 
installation of site amenities, watering during the establishment period, and final site cleanup. 
The contribution reflects the Parks District’s commitment to supporting the successful 
implementation and long-term establishment of the pollinator garden. 
 
This in-kind labor will ensure the garden is properly installed, maintained during its critical 
establishment phase, and developed according to the project design. By providing these 
services as a matching contribution, the West Fargo Park District demonstrates strong local 
investment in the project while helping create a sustainable pollinator habitat that offers 
ecological benefits, educational opportunities, and long-term conservation value for the 
community. 
 
 
 
 
Sustainability – Indicate how the project will be funded or sustained in future years.  
Include information on the sustainability of this project after OHF funds have been expended and 
whether the sustainability will be in the form of ongoing management or additional funding from a 
different source.    
The proposed pollinator garden is designed to be a sustainable, long-term conservation investment 
that aligns with the Outdoor Heritage Fund’s emphasis on habitat restoration, responsible stewardship, 
and enduring public benefit. The project utilizes native and regionally adapted plant species that are 
well-suited to local climate and soil conditions, ensuring long-term viability with minimal inputs once 
established. 
Sustainability is achieved using perennial native vegetation that naturally regenerates each growing 
season, reducing the need for replanting, irrigation, fertilizers, and chemical treatments. This approach 
supports healthy pollinator populations while minimizing operational and environmental impacts. The 
garden design incorporates best management practices such as proper site preparation, mulching, and 
plant spacing to control erosion, retain moisture, and suppress invasive species. 
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Long-term maintenance and stewardship of the pollinator garden will be provided by the West Fargo 
Park District as part of its ongoing parks and natural resources management program. Routine 
maintenance activities, including seasonal weed control, plant health monitoring, and limited trimming—
will be conducted by existing staff using established maintenance schedules. No additional staffing or 
specialized equipment will be required, ensuring the project remains financially sustainable beyond the 
grant period. 
The pollinator garden will be located on publicly accessible land, ensuring continued public use, 
education, and enjoyment. By combining native habitat restoration, reduced maintenance demands, 
and long-term public access, this project meets the Outdoor Heritage Fund’s sustainability objectives 
and represents a durable investment in North Dakota’s natural resources for present and future 
generations. 
The pollinator garden will be managed and overseen by the West Fargo Park District to ensure the 
project is completed on schedule, within budget, and in a manner that fully meets its ecological and 
educational objectives. The Park District will serve as the lead entity responsible for planning, 
coordination, installation, and long-term stewardship of the site. 
 
 
 
 
 
Partial Funding – Indicate how the project will be affected if less funding is available 
than that requested.  
If less funding is rewarded than requested, the West Fargo Park District will prioritize 
completion of the core elements of the pollinator garden to ensure the primary habitat and 
conservation objectives are met. Essential site preparation, installation of native grasses and 
flowering perennials, and planting of key trees and shrubs will be completed first. 
To accommodate reduced funding, the project scope may be adjusted by reducing the number 
of trees, shrubs, or perennial plantings, phasing installation over multiple growing seasons, or 
delaying non-essential features such as additional seating, decorative hardscape elements, or 
expanded signage. Species diversity would be maintained to the greatest extent possible, with 
an emphasis on plants that provide the highest pollinator value. 
The overall project timeline may be extended, but the long-term goals of creating sustainable 
pollinator habitat and providing environmental education opportunities will remain intact. The 
Park District will continue to contribute staff time, equipment, and maintenance resources to 
ensure successful establishment and long-term viability of the garden regardless of funding 
level. 
 
 
 
 
 
Partnership Recognition - If you are a successful recipient of Outdoor Heritage Fund 
dollars, how would you recognize the Outdoor Heritage Fund partnership? * There must 
be signage at the location of the project acknowledging OHF funding when appropriate. 
 
If selected as a recipient of Outdoor Heritage Fund (OHF) funding, the West Fargo Park District 
will formally recognize the partnership through permanent, on-site signage acknowledging 
OHF support. A professionally designed interpretive sign will be installed within the pollinator 
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garden at a visible and accessible location. The signage will include the Outdoor Heritage Fund 
name and logo and will acknowledge OHF’s role in supporting habitat conservation, native 
plant restoration, and public access to natural resources. 
In addition to on-site signage, the West Fargo Park District will recognize OHF support through 
public communications, including social media posts, and website updates highlighting the 
project and its funding partners. OHF recognition will also be included in educational 
programming and during community planting or dedication events associated with the project, 
when appropriate. 
This approach ensures long-term visibility of the Outdoor Heritage Fund’s contribution and 
reinforces public awareness of the importance of conservation funding in North Dakota. 
 
 
 
 
Awarding of Grants - Review the appropriate sample contract for your organization on the 
website at Outdoor Heritage Fund-Applicant Information | North Dakota Industrial Commission 
 
Can you meet all the provisions of the sample contract?     Yes   x     No 
If there are provisions in that contract that your organization is unable to meet, please indicate 
below what those provisions would be: 
 
ABOUT OHF: 
The purpose of the North Dakota Outdoor Heritage Fund is to provide funding to state agencies, 
tribal governments, political subdivisions, and nonprofit organizations, with higher priority given to 
projects that enhance conservation practices in this state by: 
 
Directive A Providing access to private and public lands for sportsmen, including projects that 
create fish and wildlife habitat and provide access for sportsmen; 
 
Directive B Improving, maintaining, and restoring water quality, soil conditions, plant diversity, 
and animal systems and by supporting other practices of stewardship, to enhance farming and 
ranching; 
 
Directive C Developing, enhancing, conserving and restoring wildlife and fish habitat on private 
and public lands; and 
 
Directive D Conserving natural areas and creating other areas for recreation through the 
establishment and development of parks and other recreation areas. 
 

Exemptions: 
Outdoor Heritage Fund grants may not be used to finance the following: 

• Litigation; 
• Lobbying activities; 
• Any activity that would interfere, disrupt, or prevent activities associated with surface coal 

mining operations; sand, gravel, or scoria extraction activities; oil and gas operations; or 
other energy facility or infrastructure development; 

• The acquisition of land or to encumber any land for a term longer than twenty years; or 

https://www.ndic.nd.gov/research-grant-programs/outdoor-heritage-fund/outdoor-heritage-fund-applicant-information
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• Projects outside this state or projects that are beyond the scope of defined activities that 
fulfill the purposes of Chapter 54-17.8 of the North Dakota Century Code. 

 
Exceptional Circumstances: 
OHF funds may not be used, except after a finding of exceptional circumstances by the 
Industrial Commission, to finance: 

• A completed project or project commenced before the grant application is submitted; 
• A feasibility or research study; 
• Maintenance costs; 
• A paving project for a road or parking lot; 
• A swimming pool or aquatic park; 
• Personal property that is not affixed to the land; 
• Playground equipment, except that grant funds may be provided for up to 25% of the 

cost of the equipment not exceeding $10,000 per project and all playground equipment 
grants may not exceed 5% of the total grants per year (see Definitions/Clarifications for 
how this will be calculated); 

• Staffing or outside consultants except for costs for staffing or an outside consultant to 
design and implement an approved project based on the documented need of the 
applicant. The expenditures may not exceed 5% of the grant to a grantee. If the grant 
exceeds $250,000 then expenditures may not exceed 10% of the grant to a grantee if 
the grant is $250,000 or less (see Definitions/Clarifications for how this will be 
calculated);   

• A building except for a building that is included as part of a comprehensive conservation 
plan for a new or expanded recreational project (see Definitions/Clarifications for 
definition of comprehensive conservation plan and new or expanded recreational 
project); or 

• A project in which the applicant is not directly involved in the execution and completion 
of the project. 

 
The goal of the Industrial Commission is that at a minimum 15% of the funding received for a biennium 
will be given priority for recreation projects that meet Directive D. 
 
The following projects are not eligible for funding, unless there is a finding of exceptional circumstances 
by the Industrial Commission include: 

• Construction or refurbishment of indoor/outdoor ice rinks.  
• Construction or refurbishment of indoor/outdoor athletic courts and sports fields.  
• Other substantially similar facilities.  
• Infrastructure that is not part of a comprehensive conservation plan. 
• Projects not meeting a minimum funding request of $2,500. 
 

Budget Information: 
In-kind services used to match the request for Outdoor Heritage Fund dollars shall be valued as 
follows: 
 
• Labor Costs   $15.00 an hour  
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• Land Costs  Average rent costs for the county as shown in the most recent   
    publication of the USDA, National Agricultural Statistics Services, 

             North Dakota Field Office 
• Permanent Equipment Any equipment purchased must be listed separately with documentation 

   showing actual cost. (For example: playground equipment) 
• Equipment Usage  Actual documentation  
• Seed & Seedlings  Actual documentation 
• Transportation  Mileage at federal rate 
• Supplies & Materials Actual documentation 

 
More categories will be added as we better understand the types of applications that will be submitted.  
We will use as our basis for these standards other State and Federal programs that have established 
rates.  For example, the North Dakota Nonpoint Source Pollution Management Program has 
established rates.  If your project includes work that has an established rate under another State 
Program, please use those rates and note your source. 
 

Definitions/Clarifications: 
Building - Defined as “A structure with a roof either with walls or without walls and is attached to the 
ground in a permanent nature.” 
 
Comprehensive Conservation Plan - Defined as “A detailed plan that has been formally adopted by 
the governing board which includes goals and objectives--both short and long term, must show how 
this building will enhance the overall conservation goals of the project and the protection or preservation 
of wildlife and fish habitat or natural areas.”  This does not need to be a complex multi-page document.  
It could be included as a part of the application or be an attachment.  
New and Expanded Recreational Project - Means that the proposed building cannot be a 
replacement of a current building. The proposed building must also be related to either a new or 
expanded recreational project--either an expansion in land or an expansion of an existing building or in 
the opportunities for recreation at the project site. 
 
Playground Equipment Calculation - Only the actual costs of the playground equipment (a bid or 
invoice showing the amount of the equipment costs must be provided). Cannot include freight,  
installation, surface materials, or removal of old equipment, etc. 
 
Staffing/Outside Consultants Costs - If you are requesting OHF funding for staffing or for an outside 
consultant, you must provide information in your application on the need for OHF funding to cover these 
costs. For example, if you are an entity that has engineering staff, you must explain why you don’t have 
sufficient staff to do the work or if specific expertise is needed or whatever the reason is for your entity 
to retain an outside consultant. If it is a request for reimbursement for staff time then a written 
explanation is required in the application of why OHF funding is needed to pay for the costs of that staff 
member(s)’ time. The budget form must reflect on a separate line item the specific amount that 
is being requested for staffing and/or the hiring of an outside consultant. This separate line item 
will then be used to make the calculation of 5% or 10% as outlined in the law.  Note that the calculation 
will be made on the grant less the costs for the consultant or staff. 
 
Maintenance – Activities that preserve or keep infrastructure in a given existing condition, including 
repairs. Repair means to restore to sound condition after damage and to renew or refresh; except 
repairs due to damage caused by Acts of Nature. 
 
Scoring of Grants: 
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Oral Presentation - Please note that you will be given an opportunity to make a ten-minute Oral 
Presentation at a meeting of the Outdoor Heritage Fund Advisory Board.  These presentations 
are strongly encouraged.  
 
Open Record - Please note that your application and any attachments will be open records 
as defined by law and will be posted on the Industrial Commission/Outdoor Heritage Fund 
website. 
 
All applications will be scored by the Outdoor Heritage Fund Advisory Board after your ten-
minute oral presentation. The ranking form that will be used by the Board is available on the 
website at Outdoor Heritage Fund-Applicant Information | North Dakota Industrial Commission  
 
Awarding of Grants: 
All decisions on requests will be reported to applicants no later than 30 days after Industrial 
Commission consideration. The Commission can set a limit on duration of an offer on each 
application or if there is not a specific date indicated in the application for implementation of 
the project, then the applicant has until the next Outdoor Heritage Fund Advisory Board regular 
meeting to sign the contract and get the project underway or the commitment for funding will 
be terminated and the applicant may resubmit for funding. Applicants whose proposals have 
been approved will receive a contract outlining the terms and conditions of the grant.    
 
Responsibility of Recipient: 
The recipient of any grant from the Industrial Commission must use the funds awarded for the 
specific purpose described in the grant application and in accordance with the contract. The 
recipient cannot use any of the funds for the purposes stated under Exemptions on the first 
page of this application.    
 
If you have any questions about the application, the Commission can be reached at 701-328-
3730 or ndicgrants@nd.gov  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ndic.nd.gov/research-grant-programs/outdoor-heritage-fund/outdoor-heritage-fund-applicant-information
mailto:ndicgrants@nd.gov
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