
Project Number 
28-H 
 
Project Name 
Conservation Forage Program II 
 
Program Name 
Outdoor Heritage Fund (OHF) 
 
Grantee Company 
Audubon Great Plains (Audubon Great Plains) 
 
Primary Company Contact 
Julianna Bosmoe 
 
Proposal Associated Street Address 
3002 Fiechtner Dr S, Suite A 
 
State 
North Dakota 
 
Duration of Project (Number of months) 
48 
 
Project Description/Abstract 
CFP II will focus on marginal cropland acres in the state, where 10,000 acres will be impacted within the 
project period through working grassland restoration and grazing infrastructure installation. The 
program offers establishment payments to offset foregone income as grasslands establish and 
incentivizes walk-in hunting access on 1000 acres of grassland enrolling in up to 5 year terms. 
 
Total Budget  
$6,106,728.00 
 
Total Amount Requested  
$3,975,825.00 
 
Total Match Share  
$2,130,903.00 
 
GENERAL PROJECT INFORMATION 

What is the primary directive of the project? 
Directive C - Developing, enhancing, conserving, and restoring wildlife and fish habitat on private and 
public lands 
 
What additional directives apply to the project? 



Directive A - Providing access to private and public lands for sportsmen, including projects that create 
fish and wildlife habitat and provide access for sportsmen Directive B - Improving, maintaining and 
restoring water quality, soil conditions, plant diversity, animal systems, and by supporting other 
practices of stewardship to enhance farming and ranching 
 
Type of Organization: 
Nonprofit Organization 
 
Amount of Grant Request: 
- 
Total Cost of Proposed Project: 
- 
 
The National Audubon Society is a leading nonprofit conservation organization with 125 years of 
science-based, community-driven impact, dedicated to protecting birds and the places they need. Birds 
are powerful indicators of our planet’s health, acting as sentinels that warn us of environmental change 
and inspire action. Audubon works across the Western Hemisphere, driven by the understanding that 
what is good for birds is good for the planet. Through a collaborative, nonpartisan approach across 
habitats, borders, and the political spectrum, Audubon drives meaningful and lasting conservation 
outcomes. With over 890 staff and more than 1.9 million supporters, Audubon is a dynamic and ever-
growing force committed to ensuring a better planet for both birds and people for generations to 
come.  Audubon has over 400 active community chapters, 100 campus chapters, and works in 11 
countries with 15 state and regional offices in the US. 
  
Audubon Great Plains is the regional program for North Dakota, South Dakota, and Nebraska within the 
National Audubon Society. Audubon Dakota as a North Dakota state program was instituted in 1997, 
however Audubon’s role in the Dakotas spans back to the mid-1970s. Audubon has six full time staff 
members in North Dakota, including two range ecologists, a working lands program manager, 
communications manager, outreach coordinator, and operations manager. As of 2026, Audubon directly 
manages roughly 3,000 acres within the state and partners with landowners and conservation partners 
to inform management on an additional 120,000 acres in North Dakota. In all of our programs, the 
efforts and cooperation of landowners and our supporters is crucial to our success and the conservation 
of bird habitat in the Great Plains. 
Amount of Grant Request: 
- 
Total Cost of Proposed Project: 
- 
 
PROJECT ABSTRACT/SUMMARY 

The North Dakota Conservation Forage Program II (CFPII) encourages and supports ranchers and 
farmers to restore forage-based cover on marginal cropland. CFP is designed to accelerate grassland 
restoration while supporting the adoption of adaptive land management to improve grassland and soil 
health across the state .  CFP will assist landowners with the upfront investment associated with 
initiating new management decisions and the potential foregone income by providing establishment 
support for the first three years of enrollment, in addition to 60% cost-share for seed 
and grazing infrastructure, and 50% financial assistance for site preparation and seeding expenses.   
  



This proposal builds on the success of the original North Dakota Conservation Forage Program, awarded 
in fall of 2020, which has exceeded expected deliverables by restoring over 20,000 acres of marginal 
cropland to working grassland.   
  
The objectives of CFPII include enrolling at least 10,000 acres of private lands over a four-year project 
period to improve soil health, forage quality and wildlife habitat by integrating grazing and/or haying 
land management techniques. Enrolled landowners are expected to maintain the established 
conservation forage for a 10-year term, with a “buy out” option.   
Audubon Dakota is requesting $3,965,575 from the North Dakota Outdoor Heritage Fund to continue 
program success with this improved iteration, CFP II. 
  
Costs include $2,100,000 for establishment payments across the project period, $750,000 for 60% 
cost share for forage plantings, $181,500 for 50% FA for site prep and seeding, $720,000 for 60% cost 
share for grazing infrastructure, $6000 for public hunting access incentive, and $208,075 for program 
delivery. Total project match of $1,161,500 from enrolled landowners’ cost share and in-kind, plus 
$965,695 cash and in-kind match from Audubon. Project planning and coordination will be led by 
Audubon range ecologists who will provide technical assistance to landowners, including through the 
development of ranch-level habitat management plans (HMP) with additional delivery assistance from 
conservation partners. 
 
 [JL1]Might be valuable to also include some text about the value of forage and grazing-supporting the 
state’s livestock industry. I did see that you speak to it later, but for some of the board the livestock 
industry is key. 
 
CFP II will focus on marginal cropland acres in the project area, where 10,000 acres will be impacted 
within the project period through working grassland restoration and grazing infrastructure installation. 
Walk-in hunting access will be incentivized for 1000 acres of either established or new grassland 
enrolling in up to 5 year terms.  
 
Duration: 
- 
Text editor content is read-only 
Participants will be landowners and producers within the state of North Dakota interested in developing 
marginal cropland into perennial forage for livestock and wildlife benefit.  
 
DETAILED PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

Conservation Forage Program II will continue the demonstrated success of the innovative first round of 
this program developed in 2020 that has allocated all funds and restored marginal cropland to working 
grasslands on over 20,000 acres. CFP II will encourage and support ND producers with the adoption of 
adaptive management, the restoration of grassland pastures to improve rangeland habitat, and expand 
North Dakota’s working grassland acreage. CFP II is a complement to current conservation programs 
that provide funding for resource-conserving cover. Enrolled landowners will be provided financial and 
technical assistance to incorporate working grasslands established by CFP II into their agricultural 
operations..   
  
CFP II will enroll and restore at least 10,000 acres of currently cropped lands with a 10-year non-
conversion agreement. Audubon Great Plains will provide 60% cost-share for the conservation 

https://operations.ndic.nd.gov/suite/sites/gms-grantor/page/home/record/6pgTwhVwYfdfFzuU9rW6sjSVAF6WhsN90K0T_MZo1AnLkXZuzJ8jPXrdEvf5mqHbm1IDrjI-1YrWWzSoJQHgvIJV8mY2RZO6_a3u4LcKEpNxRmdQs6j2TBL4_VKB0r_31i-TquJpA/view/summary#_msoanchor_1


forage seed mix and 50% financial assistance for site preparation and seeding costs while 
also providing landowners transition support based on Department of Trust Lands county cropland 
rental rates for the first three years of enrollment to assist with new management and potential 
foregone income.   
  
Restored perennial forage typically require an average of three growing seasons to establish healthy, 
resilient plant communities before grazing or haying management should take place. To 
encourage planned, rotational management of enrolled acres after the third year of restoration, 
Audubon Great Plains will provide 60% cost share for grazing infrastructure, such as fencing and water 
development. Haying after the third growing season will be permitted but restricted until after July 
15  to protect ground nesting birds. 
  
CFP II will be available statewide. To assist the selection process, projects will be ranked according to 
habitat value and likelihood of success. Additionally, Audubon Great Plains staff will lead the 
development of habitat management plans (HMP) alongside the landowner to address key project 
aspects and increase longterm success. 
 
This program will provide financial assistance for grazing infrastructure not only to initiate management 
on acres of newly established perennial forage but on adjoining pasture which meets Directives B and C. 
Fencing and adequate water infrastructure directly benefit producers through increased forage 
production, improved profitability, improved soil health, and enhanced forage quality. Rotational 
grazing also provides a diversity of structure for grassland birds and other wildlife.  
 
Financial assistance allows producers to quickly adopt and adapt to rotational grazing systems by 
allowing such improvements to cash flow over a shorter period of time. Landowners will select the type 
of fencing and water infrastructure that best meets their needs based on OHF allowable reimbursement 
on current NRCS cost share payment rates and NRCS practice scenario guidance. Livestock water 
developments may include wells (rehabilitation of existing wells included), water supply development, 
water pipelines, water tanks, and electric or solar power supply to operate well pumps. Fencing will be 
used to support new or enhance existing rotational grazing systems which will enhance soil health and 
provide rest for native grassland pastures. 
 
To increase public hunting access on private land, meeting Directive A, Audubon will offer an incentive 
of $2/ac/year for up to 5 years to landowners willing to post “Walking Hunters Welcome” signs from the 
ND Landowner-Sportsman Council on otherwise posted acres. With average PLOTS rates in western ND 
near $5/ac/year, these incentives are meant to provide a reasonable value to landowners that 
compliments that program. 
 
List the counties that will be impacted by this project: 
All counties: statewide 
 
All contracts include the following language just as the previous iteration of CFP did: 
 
"Non-native invasive species such as smooth bromegrass, Kentucky bluegrass, crested wheatgrass, 
creeping foxtail, tall fescue, sweet clover, crown vetch, and any local or state listed noxious weed may 
not be added to seed mixes, and seed mixes that include these species are ineligible for cost share. Seed 
mix will be shared with Audubon Dakota staff for approval prior to seeding." 
 



Grass and forb species will be selected based on ecological site descriptions and/or soil, climate, and 
landscape data, as well as local biologist expertise.  
 
Planting method will either be via broadcast seeding or drilling depending on site conditions, seed type, 
and season.  
 
Maintenance will be prescribed via habitat management plan appropriate for each project.  
 
Funding is requested for new boundary fencing and for cross fencing, both barbed wire and electric on 
cropland converted to perennial forage and adjoining pastures (where needed) to facilitate a rotational 
grazing system. Most seeding sites will need boundary fence as they were previously ungrazed cropland.  
 
Fence is intended for grazing livestock and will be wildlife friendly including no woven wire and with 
adequate gap between bottom wire and the ground. Fence will be cost-shared at 60%.  
 
Demand for Conservation Forage Program financial and technical assistance is high and continues to 
remain so.  
 
Many landowners understand the limitations of their marginal acres but lack the financial bridge to 
transition away from cropping. This program provides that bridge—offsetting short-term revenue loss 
while establishing a more stable, lower-risk land use 
 
North Dakota is at an important point where land use decisions made in the next few years will have 
outsized, long-term consequences for water quality, wildlife habitat, soil health, and rural resilience. CFP 
II supports converting marginal cropland back to productive working grassland which is environmentally 
sound and fiscally responsible. 
 
To sustain the impact and longevity of projects enrolled in CFP II, each project is protected by a 10-year 
non-conversion agreement to ensure that working lands assisted with financial and technical assistance 
remain as grasslands. Audubon intends to implement the CFP II in response to sustained landowner 
interest and demonstrated need. Grasslands developed as working lands tend to have greater longevity 
than those that are not. Infrastructure projects tend to be generational. Audubon Great Plains and 
partners are committed to having staffing to provide technical assistance to those landowners. This will 
ensure that the overall habitat management support resources Conservation Forage Program II provides 
can be accessible well into the future. 
  
Audubon continues to pursue and implement funds secured from federal and foundational sources. 
State funding, such as that provided from OHF, has proven to be particularly valuable, as federal funding 
becomes less reliable. 
 
BACKGROUND/QUALIFICATIONS 

 
MANAGEMENT 

Audubon Great Plains staff will provide tracking and reporting for all project agreements following grant 
guidelines. The Audubon Great Plains staff members associated with the project will be Julianna 
Bosmoe, Adam Brendemuhl, Charlene Prodzinski, and Lindsey Lee. 



  
Julianna Bosmoe is the Working Lands Program Manager oversees all working lands efforts in the Great 
Plains region. Julianna will be responsible for engaging program partners and providing overall 
implementation guidance and strategy for Conservation Forage Program II. 
  
Adam Brendemuhl is Audubon Great Plains’ eastern North Dakota range ecologist and will provide on-
the-ground technical assistance to landowners enrolled in the Conservation Forage Program II. 
  
Charlene Prodzinski is Audubon Great Plains’ central and western North Dakota range ecologist and 
currently leads implementation of the Conservation Forage Program. She will continue to provide 
technical assistance and project management expertise for the Conservation Forage Program II. 
  
Lindsey Lee is Audubon Great Plains’ operations manager and is responsible for administering project 
contracts and payment requests. 
 
EVALUATION 
Initially, this will be considered successful if, during the project period, acreage goals for each project 
objective are met and landowners approve and support the services provided. Audubon staff will track 
program deliverables and will maintain financial records for grant expenses. 
To better understand the impact of expanded or innovative elements of this proposal, Audubon will 
survey participants in CFP II at the time of enrollment and after completion of projects.  For those that 
provide walk-in hunting access, surveys will occur again after they have been enrolled for 2 years, to 
evaluate landowner satisfaction and motivation. This survey will ask landowners about hunting access 
and preferences or barriers to allowing hunting access on their land. 
  
Each enrolled landowner will collaborate with an Audubon Great Plains employee to develop a habitat 
management plan, detailing land management goals over the life of the project. Strategies to improve 
grassland productivity are incorporated into the habitat management plan. For this project, Audubon 
will conduct verbal surveys of landowners about baseline knowledge of the practice they are 
implementing, their understanding after working with Audubon, and how they plan to continue 
management after the project is completed. Projects are considered successful if a majority of 
producers exhibit changed behavior, improved management, or expanded understanding of grassland 
habitat needs. 
 
TIMETABLE 

Four years: July 1st, 2026 to July 1st, 2030 
Year one: Producer outreach, enrollment, project initiation 
Year two: Continued enrollment, practice implementation. 
Years three and four: Practice implementation and completion 
 
Majority of cost-share funds are anticipated to be spent in years 1-3 with establishment payments spent 
in years 2-4.  
 
Most seeding will take place in the spring and grazing infrastructure completed during the growing 
season. 
 
Audubon proposes interim Status Reports will be submitted annually on October 1st.  



 
BUDGET NARRATIVE 

Establishment Support: Establishment payments will be based on the North Dakota Dept of Trust Lands 
county-level cropland rental rates. The budget was calculated using the statewide average of $70/acre. 
Actual establishment payments are expected to be approximately this average per acre rate. CFP II will 
provide payments for the first three years of enrollment, for at least 10,000 acres. These payments may 
be made annually to the producer or up front in year one. Therefore, Audubon Great Plains is requesting 
$2,100,000 ($70/acre rental rate x 10,000 acres x 3 years establishment=$2,100,00).  
  
Forage Planting: CFP II will provide 60% cost share to landowners for planting conservation forage cover 
on project acres. To estimate this cost, Audubon Great Plains used the average cost of seed for projects 
across the current Conservation Forage Program enrolled acres. The remaining 40% is in-kind match 
from the landowner.  
  
Site Preparation and Seeding: CFP will provide 50% of the  2024 EQIP rate of $36.30/acre for site 
preparation and seeding labor with the other half claimed as match. 
  
Livestock and Wildlife Friendly Grazing Infrastructure: Grazing system development support request is 
$720,000 and will follow the NRCS Office Tech Guidelines for Allowable Cost. Fencing will be provided to 
landowners at 60% cost-share payment based on most recent NRCS cost-share payment rates in the 
year the landowner agreement is created. The water developments will use these rates for agreement 
development but will pay 60% cost-share based on actual costs. The landowners will provide the 
remaining 40% cost-share on both fence and water, providing $480,000 in match. 
  
Contractual Services : Project expense rate was based upon industry average for cultural resource 
surveys of $1,500/survey. Audubon expects to need to contract 3 surveys over the course of the project 
period. Any funds not required for contracted services will be spent on additional financial assistance to 
producers (grazing systems or grassland restoration). 
  
Hunting Access Incentive:  Incentive will be paid upfront for the full incentive period. Calculated based 
on 1000 acres at $2/acre/year 5 year agreement, although ultimate term and acreage will be at 
discretion of landowner (minimum 2 year term). Once 95% of other funds are obligated any remaining 
access incentive dollars will become available for other project costs. 
  
Supplies: Signage for project acres to recognize OHF support, printing and mailing of outreach materials 
and technical assistance materials.   
  
TA/Admin Salary and Fringe: A portion of the staff time to implement project activities, including site 
visits, HMP development, restoration guidance, contracts management, and grant management and 
reporting. Limited to 5% of total application at $189,325. Audubon provides cash match at $189,325. 
  
Travel: Mileage at federal rate for range ecologist visits to project sites to ensure proper delivery of 
program. 
  
Indirect rate: Audubon will contribute indirect rate match of $760,078. This indirect total is based on 
our federally negotiated indirect cost rate of 25.49% on allowable base expenses, less the portion of 
contracts in excess of $50,000 in adherence to Audubon's NICRA. 



 
Text editor content is read-only 
If the ND Outdoor Heritage Fund is unable to fully fund CFP II, then the scope of program 
implementation will be reduced through fewer acres of impact and fewer producers assisted. 
 
STATUS OF ONGOING PROJECTS (IF ANY) 

Conservation Forage Program  
• award: $6,919,306  
• spent: $2,754,819.64  
• prescribed/allocated: $6,846,893.22 
• left: $72,412.78 

Urban Woods and Prairies Expansion 
• award: $591,200  
• spent: $380,162.57  
• prescribed/allocated: $211,037.43 
• left: $0 

Monarch Core Area Prairie Management Toolbox  
• award: $301,825  
• spent: $244,811.98  
• prescribed/allocated: $44,318.51 
• left: $12,694.51 (all for anticipated invasive woody species projects occurring later in year) 

Urban Pollinator Plots:  
• award: $142,058  
• spent: $126,124.68  
• prescribed: $15,000.00 
• left: $933.32 

North Dakota Prairie Management Toolbox:  
• award: $747,400  
• spent: 100% 1.5 years early 
• left: $0 

North Dakota Grazing Management Toolbox:  
• award: $635,000  
• spent: $370,767.23  
• prescribed: $262,210.89 
• left: $2,021.88 

North Dakota Prairie Management Toolbox II:  
• award: $1,050,000  
• spent: $1,165.18  
• prescribed: $824,752.34 
• left: $224,082.48 (all for anticipated invasive woody species projects occurring later in 

year) 
OTHER STATE PROGRAMS AND INCENTIVES 

N/A 

CERTIFICATIONS 



I certify that this application has been made with the support of the governing body and chief executive 
of my organization: 
- 
I certify that if awarded grant funding none of the funding will be used for any of exemptions listed on 
the NDIC website: 
- 
At each participating site that utilizes CFP II and approves signage use, program signs are installed 
recognizing the financial support provided by OHF and other project supporters. OHF will also be 
recognized on all program promotion materials for CFP II, including but not limited to webpages, flyers, 
presentations, press releases, newsletters, and social media. 
  
PARTNERSHIP RECOGNITION 

I certify that this application has been made with the support of the governing body and chief executive 
of my organization: 
- 
I certify that if awarded grant funding none of the funding will be used for any of exemptions listed on 
the NDIC website: 
- 
 
At each participating site that utilizes CFP II and approves signage use, program signs are installed 
recognizing the financial support provided by OHF and other project supporters. OHF will also be 
recognized on all program promotion materials for CFP II, including but not limited to webpages, flyers, 
presentations, press releases, newsletters, and social media. 
  
CERTIFICATIONS 

I certify that this application has been made with the support of the governing body and/or director of 
my organization:  
Yes 
 
I certify that if awarded grant funding, the funding will be used in compliance with Program Procedures:  
Yes 
 



Conservation Forage Program II Project Budget 
 

Project 
Expense 
 

OHF Request 
 

Applicant Match 
(Cash) 

Applicant 
Match 
(Indirect) 

Landowner 
Match (in 
Kind) 

Total Each Project 
Expense 

Forage 
Planting 

$750,000 $ $ $500,000 $1,250,000 

Establishment 
Support 

$2,100,000 $ $ $ $2,100,000 

Site Prep and 
Seeding 

$181,500 $ $ $181,500 $363,000 

Grazing 
Infrastructure 

$720,000 $ $ $480,000 $1,200,000 

Contractual 
Services 

$4500 $ $ $ $4,500 

Hunting 
Access 
Incentive 

$10,000 $ $ $ $10,000 

Supplies $500 $ $ $ $500 
TA/Admin and 
Fringe 

$189,325 $189,325 $  $378,650 

Travel $20,000 $20,000   $40,000 
Indirect $ $ $760,078  $760,078 
Total Costs $3,975,825 $207,575 $760,078 $1,161,500 $6,106,728 

 
 







 
Keith Trego 

Executive Director 
1605 E Capitol Avenue, Ste. 101 

Bismarck, ND 58501-2102 
(701) 223-8501 
www.ndnrt.com 

 

To promote the retention, restoration, creation and wildlife friendly management of 
wetlands, grasslands and riparian areas by presenting practical conservation opportunities 

throughout North Dakota. 

April 15, 2026 
 
To Whom It May Concern, 
 
The North Dakota Natural Resources Trust is pleased to offer our support for Audubon Great 
Plains and their proposal to the North Dakota Outdoor Heritage Fund to continue the 
Conservation Forage Program. This program has restored 20,000 acres of grassland, providing 
lasting benefits for wildlife habitat, soil health, and agricultural resilience. 
 
The Trust has long invested in projects that protect and enhance North Dakota’s natural 
resources, particularly those that improve water quality, reduce erosion, and sustain working 
landscapes. The Conservation Forage Program advances these priorities by establishing diverse 
perennial vegetation that stabilizes soils, increases infiltration, and reduces sediment and nutrient 
loss. These outcomes benefit both downstream communities and the farmers and ranchers that 
depend on our state’s grasslands. 
 
Audubon Great Plains has been a reliable and effective partner in delivering conservation 
outcomes that are grounded in science and built through collaboration with landowners and local 
partners. Their ability to pair technical assistance with financial support has been essential to 
helping producers adopt practices that strengthen both their operations and the surrounding 
landscape. 
 
The North Dakota Natural Resources Trust encourages the Outdoor Heritage Fund to support 
this proposal and ensure that the Conservation Forage Program can continue to expand its 
positive impact across the state. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 

 
 
Keith Trego, Executive Director 
North Dakota Natural Resources Trust  



                     NORTH DAKOTA WILDLIFE FEDERATION 

 

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 4/27/2026 

 

Dear Outdoor Heritage Fund Board, 

The North Dakota Wildlife Federation is pleased to offer strong support for Audubon Great 

Plains and their proposal to the North Dakota Outdoor Heritage Fund to continue the 

Conservation Forage Program. This program has already restored 20,000 acres of grassland on 

marginal cropland, creating meaningful benefits for wildlife, soil health, and the long term 

sustainability of working lands. 

As North Dakota’s oldest and largest statewide conservation organization, the Federation has 

long championed efforts that protect habitat, support farmers and ranchers, and sustain 

outdoor traditions for future generations. The Conservation Forage Program advances these 

priorities by establishing diverse perennial vegetation that provides nesting cover for upland 

birds, supports producers, and strengthens the ecological resilience of prairie landscapes. These 

outcomes directly benefit outdoorsmen and communities that rely on healthy natural 

resources. 

Audubon Great Plains has demonstrated a strong commitment to collaborative conservation by 

working closely with producers, conservation districts, and agency partners. Their ability to pair 

technical expertise with financial support has helped landowners adopt practices that improve 

both habitat and agricultural operations. Continued investment from the Outdoor Heritage 

Fund will allow this program to expand into areas where grassland establishment is needed. 

The North Dakota Wildlife Federation encourages full consideration of this proposal and looks 

forward to continued collaboration with Audubon Great Plains to conserve North Dakota’s 

wildlife and natural resources. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

John Bradley 

Executive Director 

North Dakota Wildlife Federation 

701-390-7196  |  PO Box 1091 Bismarck, ND 58502  |  northdakotawildlife.org 



 

 

 

 
United States Department of the Interior 

 
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
ND Partners for Fish and Wildlife 

3425 Miriam Avenue 
Bismarck, ND 58501 

   

             
 

 
 

 

 

April 14, 2026 
 
Outdoor Heritage Fund 
Jordan Kannianen - Executive Director  
State Capitol - Fourteenth Floor 
600 East Boulevard Ave, Dept 405 
Bismarck, ND 58505 
 
RE: Audubon Great Plains Conservation Forage Program OHF 
 
Outdoor Heritage Fund Committee: 
 
I write on behalf of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s North Dakota Partners for Fish and Wildlife Program to express 
strong support for Audubon Great Plains and their proposal to the North Dakota Outdoor Heritage Fund to continue the 
Conservation Forage Program. The program has already successfully restored 20,000 acres of marginal cropland back to 
diverse grassland, providing significant benefits for wildlife, producers, and the long-term health of the prairie landscape. 
 
The ND PFW program partners with private landowners and conservation organizations to provide financial and technical 
assistance for voluntary wetland and grassland restoration on private lands. These partnerships support working 
landscapes that conserve key wildlife habitat while delivering economic benefits to North Dakota’s farmers, ranchers, and 
other landowners. The Conservation Forage Program aligns closely with our program goals by converting vulnerable 
cropland to resilient grassland that supports nesting cover, pollinator habitat, and improved soil and water conditions. The 
Conservation Forage Program also strengthens working lands by providing producers with reliable forage for grazing and 
haying, helping maintain sustainable operations while improving ecological function. 
 
Audubon Great Plains has demonstrated strong leadership, technical expertise, and a commitment to collaborative 
conservation. Their partnerships with landowners, conservation districts, and state and federal agencies have been 
essential to the success of this program. Continued investment from the Outdoor Heritage Fund will support the needs of 
North Dakota’s producers, conservation partners, wildlife, and soil and water resources, while enabling grassland 
restoration on additional acres where it is urgently needed. 
 
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Partners for Fish and Wildlife Program encourages full consideration of this proposal 
and looks forward to continued collaboration with Audubon Great Plains to conserve North Dakota’s grassland 
ecosystems. 
 
Thank you for your time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Scott J. McLeod, 
USFWS, State Coordinator, ND Partners for Fish and Wildlife 
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