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Project Description/Abstract

Improvements to grazing operations, increased public access, and reclamation on public lands in
western North Dakota continue to be in high demand. To address this, the Bakken Development and
Working Lands Program IV (BDWLP V) provides innovative approaches along with high-demand
practices to address these needs in west river and oil producing counties (see map below). BDWLP
IV projects will be designed to improve water quality and soil health on tillable and non-tillable lands,
while reducing impacts to wildlife. To increase public access opportunities, Private Lands Open to
Sportsmen (PLOTS) information will be provided to landowners interested in BDWLP |V funds.
Participation in PLOTS is not required to receive 60% cost share. The North Dakota Wildlife
Federation (NDWF) will provide 25% cost share in Dunn and McKenzie counties. Cost share will
never exceed 100% of costs. In western North Dakota, winter creates unique demands for animal
survival. The winter of 2022-2023 was especially arduous for wildlife and livestock seeking shelter.
Landowners witnessed livestock moving into riparian areas during storms and pushing out wildlife,
creating extreme stress for big game in particular. By providing cost share on portable windbreaks,
livestock will be sheltered from the elements while protecting sensitive winter habitat areas for
wildlife. A significant component of BDWLP |V is the reclamation of public land where no responsible
parties exist. Combining diverse partnerships leverages funding from the North Dakota Department
of Mineral Resources (DMR) and provides opportunities for abandoned sites to be reclaimed,
benefiting the producer through establishing additional livestock forage and providing public access
for hunting, birding, or other recreational opportunities. The first Bakken Development and Working
Lands Program | and Il had all funding committed, with program completion in October 2023 and
December 2025, respectively. A total of 149 agreements were signed for 106,734 acres of grassland
improvement on private land for the two programs. An additional 90,000 acres of grasslands were
improved on the Little Missouri National Grasslands. BDWLP Il is currently under way with 36
signed agreements and grassland improvements on 18,943 acres thus far. All BDWLP lll funds have
been committed, and projects will continue to be completed in 2026. The OHF has been critical in
helping to achieve natural resources and associated farming/ranching improvements for these
programs.



Total Budget
$4,471,250.00

Total Amount Requested
$2,570,000.00

Total Match Share
$1,901,250.00

GENERAL PROJECT INFORMATION

What is the primary directive of the project?
Directive A - Providing access to private and public lands for sportsmen, including projects that
create fish and wildlife habitat and provide access for sportsmen

What additional directives apply to the project?
Directive B - Improving, maintaining and restoring water quality, soil conditions, plant diversity,
animal systems, and by supporting other practices of stewardship to enhance farming and ranching

Type of Organization:
Nonprofit Organization

Amount of Grant Request:

Total Cost of Proposed Project:

The North Dakota Natural Resources Trust was created in 1986 and was originally called the North
Dakota Wetlands Trust. In 2000, with passage of the Dakota Water Resources Act, the Trust’s
mission was broadened, and it was renamed the Natural Resources Trust. The Trust's mission is to
promote the retention, restoration, creation and wildlife friendly management of wetlands,
grasslands, and riparian areas by presenting practical conservation opportunities throughout North
Dakota. The Trust achieves this mission by partnering with agricultural and conservation
organizations 1) to promote productive use of private agricultural lands that result in enhancement
and protection of private lands, 2) to effectively use North Dakota's public lands both for agriculture
and recreation, 3) to promote good land use along urban river corridors, and 4) to enhance the
state's significant water resources.

The Trust is managed by a six-member board of directors. Three of the directors are appointed by
the governor of North Dakota, one by the National Audubon Society, one by the National Wildlife
Federation, and one by the North Dakota Chapter of The Wildlife Society. The North Dakota Game
and Fish Department Director is an ex-officio member. The Trust has an Executive Director and six
staff members.

From its inception, the Trust has played a role as a facilitator between agricultural and conservation
interests. In addition to facilitating and funding sound, on-the-ground conservation of natural
resources, its goal is to identify common issues, create dialogue, and resolve conflicts.

Amount of Grant Request:

Total Cost of Proposed Project:



PROJECT ABSTRACT/SUMMARY

Over the next five years, the goal of BDWLP 1V is to enhance private agricultural lands and public
property through voluntary grazing and grassland conservation practices in the oil-producing
counties of North Dakota. BDWLP IV will provide landowners with a ten-year partnership agreement
with buyback provisions, technical support, voluntary terms, and cost share.

Grazing Systems: BDWLP IV will fund grazing system developments that include livestock water,
fencing and wind break panels. Water developments will be cost shared at a rate of 75% from the
grant, and 25% from landowners. Fence developments and wind break panels will be shared at a
rate of 60% of the grant and 40% of landowners. Technical advice will be provided to applicants
through the Trust and our contracted field representatives and developed in consultation with
landowners. Landowners will select the fence type that will best meet their operation need. Fencing
cost share will be provided at a per foot rate and will be adjusted to accommodate the different fence
types. The rate will be based on USDA Tech Guide Allowable costs with the full funding rate
determined by current NRCS practice scenario amount. Boundary fence cost share will be
considered if a landowner is currently a part of the PLOTS program, a new PLOTS contract, or
developing new grazing land where no previous boundary fence existed. No funds will be available
to replace an existing boundary fence.

The BDWLP IV will set aside $500,000 OHF dollars to be used on existing and/or new PLOTS tracts
only. Activities will include water and fence developments, with wildlife friendly fence utilized on all
PLOTS contracts using grant funding. A five-year minimum PLOTS agreement will be required when
enrolling. The OHF cost share rate will follow the 60% cost share for fence and 75% cost share for
water developments. For PLOTS projects, the North Dakota Game and Fish Department will
contribute an additional 30% cost-share toward wildlife-friendly fencing and 15% toward water
development, with water development funding capped at $7,500 per project.

Water development cost sharing will be provided based on documented actual costs. Due to the
nature of geology in western North Dakota, we propose cost sharing wells at 75% up to 400 feet. If
fresh water cannot be found in the first 400 feet, the rest of the cost would be the landowner's
responsibility. On a case-by-case basis, the Trust will consider providing additional cost share for
components of the grazing system that may not be considered under current OHF guidelines. The
BDWLP |V will give private landowners an opportunity to combine conservation practices in a way
that helps them achieve their desired management outcomes.

Reclamation: BDWLP |V includes a reclamation component to provide opportunities for sites to be
restored and benefit the landowner, the renter, and habitat. The eligible non-general fund dollars
provided through DMR and the partnership with OHF has been extraordinarily successful. As with
previous iterations of BDWLP, this partnership has opened non-productive lands while reclaiming
contaminated soils and materials. This also created public access points and habitats for outdoor
enthusiasts to enjoy. We propose to continue this work through establishing additional livestock
forage and land management options, and grassland species habitat. In conjunction with DMR,
several sites have been identified for reclamation in BDWLP |V including sites on State Lands and
on private property.

Because project practices will be selected by interested landowners, and certain practices may be
more popular than others, funding may be moved between project expense categories, except
Staffing. The OHF funds and match will remain at the same levels.

Text editor content is read-only

Over the five-year project period, BDWLP |V will enhance grassland conservation, wildlife habitat,
agricultural sustainability, and public access on private and public lands in western North Dakota.
Through cost-shared grazing infrastructure, landowners will implement improved grazing systems



that enhance soil health, plant diversity, forage utilization, and long-term stewardship under ten-year
voluntary agreements.

The project will improve habitat quality for grassland birds, pollinators, and other wildlife through
managed grazing and reclamation of disturbed or contaminated sites, restoring these areas to
productive forage and functional habitat. Wildlife-friendly fencing will be installed on all PLOTS
properties funded through the program, improving habitat connectivity and reducing wildlife mortality.

BDWLP IV will dedicate $500,000 of OHF funding exclusively to existing and new PLOTS lands,
securing a minimum five-year public access commitment and enhancing outdoor recreation
opportunities for sportsmen. The program will also leverage significant partner and landowner cost
share, reduce financial barriers to conservation practices, support rural economies, and deliver
long-term conservation outcomes through durable infrastructure and collaborative stewardship.
Duration:

Text editor content is read-only

This proposal provides cost-share funding to individual private landowners through a voluntary
application process. At the time of application, the specific recipients are not yet known. Participants
will be selected over the project term based on landowner interest, eligibility, project feasibility, and
conservation benefit.

The Trust will maintain complete records of all cost-share recipients and associated project activities.
The names of individual recipients will be reported to the Industrial Commission/Outdoor Heritage
Fund in accordance with OHF reporting requirements as projects are approved and funds are
disbursed.

DETAILED PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Text editor content is read-only

BDWLP |V supports conservation on working lands in oil-producing counties of western North
Dakota by improving grazing management, enhancing wildlife habitat, restoring disturbed lands,
expanding public access, and promoting long-term stewardship through voluntary participation. The
project will cost-share livestock water developments, fencing, and wind break panels on private and
public lands, allowing landowners to implement managed grazing systems that improve soil health,
plant vigor, forage utilization, and overall grassland resilience. These infrastructure improvements
increase agricultural productivity while supporting sustainable, long-term land management.

Improved grazing practices also enhance wildlife habitat by maintaining plant diversity and grassland
structure important to grassland birds, waterfowl, pollinators, and other wildlife. Wildlife-friendly
fencing will be installed on all public access lands funded through the program, improving landscape
connectivity and reducing wildlife mortality. Reclamation efforts will restore native vegetation and
habitat diversity on disturbed or contaminated sites, returning these lands to productive agricultural
and ecological use.

BDWLP IV will dedicate $500,000 of Outdoor Heritage Fund dollars exclusively to existing and new
PLOTS tracts. Infrastructure improvements on these lands will enhance habitat quality while
securing a minimum five-year public access commitment, ensuring continued opportunities for
hunting, wildlife viewing, and other outdoor recreation. The project will also reclaim disturbed sites
on State Lands and private property by stabilizing soils, re-establishing forage and native vegetation,
and integrating appropriate grazing management where feasible. These efforts reduce
environmental liabilities and support long-term land productivity.



BDWLP 1V leverages OHF funding with landowner contributions, North Dakota Game and Fish
Department cost share, Department of Mineral Resources funds, North Dakota Wildlife Federation
funds, Pheasants Forever funds, and technical assistance from partner organizations to maximize
conservation impact. All participants will enter into ten-year voluntary partnership agreements that
promote stewardship beyond the grant period and ensure durable benefits to working lands, wildlife
habitat, and public access.

Major Directive A: Providing access to private and public lands for sportsmen, including
projects that create fish and wildlife habitat and provide access for sportsmen.

BDWLP IV meets Directive A by expanding and improving public access for sportsmen while
creating and enhancing fish and wildlife habitat on both public and private lands. The project
dedicates $500,000 of OHF funding exclusively to existing and new PLOTS properties, supporting
water developments and wildlife-friendly fencing that improve habitat quality while securing a
minimum five-year public access commitment.

For landowners participating in PLOTS, BDWLP IV reduces the financial burden of infrastructure
improvements, encourages enrollment and retention in the PLOTS program, and ensures
habitat-focused management that benefits both wildlife and public recreation. All fencing funded on
PLOTS tracts will meet wildlife-friendly standards, improving wildlife movement and reducing
conflicts.

For non-PLOTS landowners, BDWLP IV provides significant habitat benefits through improved
grazing management, water development, and reclamation. These practices enhance grassland
structure, plant diversity, and wildlife use on private lands, contributing to larger landscape-level
habitat connectivity and population benefits for species valued by sportsmen and and non-
sportsmen on nearby public and accessible lands. Improved habitat conditions on private lands also
reduce pressure on heavily used public areas by supporting healthier, more resilient wildlife
populations across the region.

Additionally, reclamation of disturbed sites on State Lands, Waterfowl Production Areas, and private
lands restores habitat and, where applicable, improves access and recreational opportunities.
Through voluntary participation, long-term partnership agreements, and habitat-focused
infrastructure investment, BDWLP |V delivers lasting access and wildlife benefits that support North
Dakota’s outdoor heritage while maintaining productive working lands.

Additional Directive B: Improving, maintaining and restoring water quality, soil conditions,
plant diversity, animal systems and by supporting other practices of stewardship to enhance
farming and ranching

BDWLP IV meets Directive B by supporting voluntary grazing infrastructure and reclamation
practices that improve water quality, soil health, plant diversity, animal systems, and long-term
agricultural stewardship on working lands.

Cost-shared water developments reduce livestock pressure on natural water sources, protecting
riparian areas, decreasing erosion, and improving surface and groundwater quality. Improved
fencing and grazing systems allow for managed and rotational grazing, which reduces overgrazing,
enhances vegetative cover, increases soil stability, and improves water infiltration.

Reclamation projects included in BDWLP IV restore disturbed or contaminated sites by stabilizing
soils and re-establishing grassland vegetation, returning these acres to productive agricultural use
while enhancing habitat.



Improved grazing management promotes diverse and resilient plant communities, supports healthier
livestock through improved water access and forage utilization, and incorporates wildlife-friendly
practices that maintain functioning animal systems. Through ten-year voluntary partnership
agreements, cost share, and technical assistance, BDWLP IV encourages long-term stewardship
while strengthening the sustainability and productivity of farming and ranching operations.

List the counties that will be impacted by this project:

Adams, Billings, Bowman, Bottineau, Burke, Divide, Dunn, Grant, Golden Valley, Hettinger, Mercer,
McHenry, McKenzie, McLean, Mountrail, Morton, Oliver, Renville, Sioux, Slope, Stark, Ward, and
Williams

Fence developments and wind break panels will be shared at a rate of 60% of the grant and 40% of
landowners. Technical advice will be provided to applicants through the Trust and our contracted
field representatives and developed in consultation with landowners. Landowners will select the
fence type that will best meet their operation need. Fencing cost share will be provided at a per foot
rate and will be adjusted to accommodate the different fence types. The rate will be based on USDA
Tech Guide Allowable costs with the full funding rate determined by current NRCS practice scenario
amount. Boundary fence cost share will be considered if a landowner is currently a part of the
PLOTS program, a new PLOTS contract, or developing new grazing land where no previous
boundary fence existed. No funds will be available to replace an existing boundary fence. Cross
fencing will be encouraged in grazing systems improvements to allow efficient livestock rotation.

Western North Dakota’s working grasslands coexist with energy development, infrastructure
expansion, rising input costs, and variable weather conditions. These challenges can fragment
habitat, limit grazing flexibility, degrade soil and water resources, and reduce opportunities for public
access. Many landowners lack the financial capacity to install or upgrade grazing infrastructure
necessary to manage livestock in a way that sustains grassland health and wildlife habitat over the
long term.

BDWLP IV is needed to help landowners voluntarily address these challenges by providing cost
share, technical assistance, and partnership agreements that support sustainable grazing systems
and land stewardship. Reliable water access, fencing, and wind protection are essential tools for
managed grazing, yet are often cost-prohibitive without assistance. Without these improvements,
overgrazing, soil degradation, and pressure on natural water sources can occur, negatively affecting
both agricultural productivity and wildlife habitat.

In addition, past development has left disturbed and contaminated lands that require reclamation to
restore ecological function, productive use, and public benefit. BDWLP |V builds on successful
partnerships to stabilize soils, re-establish grassland vegetation, and integrate reclaimed lands back
into grazing systems and wildlife habitat.

The project is also needed to maintain and expand public access through the PLOTS program. By
reducing infrastructure costs on PLOTS lands and requiring wildlife-friendly practices, BDWLP IV
helps retain existing access and encourages new enrollments, ensuring long-term benefits for
sportsmen while supporting responsible land management.

Overall, BDWLP |V addresses a critical need to balance agricultural viability, habitat conservation,
and public access on working lands, ensuring that North Dakota’s grasslands remain productive,
resilient, and beneficial to landowners, wildlife, and the public.

BDWLP 1V is an expansion of the previous BDWLP iterations, and the landowner interest in the
program has continued to increase. We continue to seek innovative methods for delivering needed
programs in western North Dakota by working with our contractors, participating landowners, and the



OHF Board. Partnership levels from DMR, the NDWF, and the NDGF have increased as we take a
strategic approach to delivering projects and implementing new ideas to already successful
programs.

BACKGROUND/QUALIFICATIONS

MANAGEMENT

Text editor content is read-only

The Trust will provide management, coordination, and administration to the BDWLP IV grant and will
work collectively with our partners and contractors to provide landowners with program information
and to assist program participants.

The Trust will complete all program coordination from our office in Bismarck, ND. Jesse Beckers,
Energy Program Manager, will serve as the program coordinator. Additional Trust staff will assist as
necessary. Trust staff have years of experience and a strong track record in delivering similar
conservation projects. The Trust will provide tracking and reporting for all project agreements
following grant guidelines.

Most direct contact with landowners will be made through the Meadowlark Initiative and Dakota
Legacy Initiative. Soil Conservation District staff, NDGF private lands biologists, USFWS Partners
Program biologists and the ND Grazing Lands Coalition will also promote projects and work directly
with landowners.

TIMETABLE

Text editor content is read-only

BDWLP IV will be implemented over a five-year period beginning in the summer of 2026. Activities
will occur annually based on landowner participation, seasonal construction conditions, and project
readiness.

Year 1: July 1, 2026 — June 30, 2027
e Program launch and landowner contact through Trust staff and partner organizations
Acceptance and review of landowner applications
Project selection and execution of cost-share agreements
Initial grazing infrastructure installation (watering systems, fencing, windbreak panels)
Begin reclamation activities on approved sites
Interim Status Report submitted: January 2027
Interim Status Report submitted: July 2027
Year 2: July 1, 2027 — June 30, 2028
e Continued landowner outreach and project enroliment
Implementation of additional grazing systems and PLOTS infrastructure
Continued reclamation and habitat restoration activities
Monitoring of completed projects and compliance with agreements
Interim Status Report submitted: January 2028
Interim Status Report submitted: July 2028
Year 3: July 1, 2028 — June 30, 2029
e Ongoing enroliment of participating landowners
e Continued installation of water developments, fencing, and conservation infrastructure
e Expansion of projects on PLOTS lands with wildlife-friendly fencing
¢ Continued reclamation efforts on State and private lands



e Interim Status Report submitted: January 2029
e Interim Status Report submitted: July 2029
Year 4: July 1, 2029 — June 30, 2030
e Final phase of major infrastructure installations
e Continued monitoring and technical assistance
e Evaluation of conservation outcomes and habitat improvements
e Interim Status Report submitted: January 2030
e Interim Status Report submitted: July 2030
Year 5: July 1, 2030 — June 30, 2031
Completion of remaining approved projects
Final reclamation activities and site stabilization
Final monitoring and documentation of outcomes
Close-out of cost-share agreements
Interim Status Report submitted: January 2031
Final Status Report submitted: July 2031 (Project Completion)

BUDGET NARRATIVE

Materials
No funds are requested for materials under this project. All necessary materials will be covered
through other cost categories or in-kind contributions.

Labor (Staffing)
The project requests $10,000 from OHF to support staff time necessary for project coordination,
landowner engagement, and implementation oversight. An additional $10,000 in in-kind match will

be provided by the Trust through existing staff capacity, resulting in a total labor investment of
$20,000.

Engineering (Contracted Services)

A total of $10,000 in OHF funds is requested to cover contracted engineering services required for
archeological surveys of grazing, fencing, water infrastructure, and reclamation components. The
Trust will provide a $10,000 cash match, bringing the total engineering budget to $20,000.

Fencing Costs
Fencing costs are estimated to be split evenly between this project and other related grazing system
improvements, including pipelines, water tanks, and water wells. The project requests a total of
$525,000 from OHF for fencing, consisting of:

e $275,000 for fencing on non-PLOTS land, and

e $250,000 for fencing on PLOTS land.
To support these costs, $250,000 in non-match cash funds from the North Dakota Game and Fish
Department will be applied to fencing on PLOTS land.

Other / Miscellaneous Costs
The project requests $2,025,000 from OHF in this category to support water infrastructure
development and energy site reclamation. This includes:

e $1,500,000 for energy site reclamation activities.

o $275,000 for water infrastructure development on non-PLOTS land,

o $250,000 for water infrastructure development on PLOTS land, and
To support these costs, $250,000 in non-match cash funds from the North Dakota Game and Fish
Department will be applied to water developments on PLOTS land.



Matching funds and complementary investments significantly enhance this component of the project.
These include:
e $60,000 in applicant in-kind and cash match,
e $341,250 in landowner match,
e $500,000 in non-match cash from the North Dakota Game and Fish Department for
work on PLOTS land,
e $100,000 cash match from the North Dakota Wildlife Federation for projects in Dunn
and McKenzie counties,
e $50,000 cash match from Pheasants Forever for grazing systems,
e $1,500,000 cash match from the ND Department of Mineral Resources for reclamation
of energy impacted lands.
Text editor content is read-only
The Trust and Partners are very thankful for the OHF Advisory Board’s consideration of the BDWLP
IV proposal. If the North Dakota Outdoor Heritage Fund provides less funding than requested, the
project would proceed at a reduced scale while maintaining its core conservation objectives. OHF
funds would be prioritized to support components that leverage the greatest amount of committed
partner funding, particularly fencing and water infrastructure on PLOTS lands supported by the North
Dakota Game and Fish Department. Reductions would result in fewer reclamation acres treated,
fewer miles of fencing installed, less water development, and fewer acres of enhanced grazing
systems for livestock and wildlife.

STATUS OF ONGOING PROJECTS (IF ANY)

The first Bakken Development and Working Lands Program | and Il had all funding committed, with
program completion in October 2023 and December 2025, respectively. A total of 149 agreements
were signed for 106,734 acres of grassland improvement on private land for the two programs. An
additional 90,000 acres of grasslands were improved on the Little Missouri National Grasslands.
BDWLP 1l (Project #024-235) is currently under way with 36 signed agreements and grassland
improvements on 18,943 acres thus far. All $1,625,000 BDWLP Il funds have been committed, and
projects will continue to be completed in 2026 and 2027. The OHF has been critical in helping to
achieve natural resources and associated farming/ranching improvements for these programs.

OTHER STATE PROGRAMS AND INCENTIVES
NA

CERTIFICATIONS

| certify that this application has been made with the support of the governing body and chief
executive of my organization:

| certify that if awarded grant funding none of the funding will be used for any of exemptions listed on
the NDIC website:

BDWLP IV will provide OHF recognition where possible on all reclamation projects and landowner
agreements, especially those enrolled in PLOTS. If any signs are placed at project locations, it will
include the OHF logo. All BDWLP |V distributed information for outreach and/or media will identify
OHF as a funding source. Additionally, all presentations or discussions with partners and/or other
organizations will acknowledge OHF as a funding source.

PARTNERSHIP RECOGNITION



| certify that this application has been made with the support of the governing body and chief
executive of my organization:

| certify that if awarded grant funding none of the funding will be used for any of exemptions listed on
the NDIC website:

BDWLP IV will provide OHF recognition where possible on all reclamation projects and landowner
agreements, especially those enrolled in PLOTS. If any signs are placed at project locations, it will
include the OHF logo. All BDWLP |V distributed information for outreach and/or media will identify
OHF as a funding source. Additionally, all presentations or discussions with partners and/or other
organizations will acknowledge OHF as a funding source.

CERTIFICATIONS

| certify that this application has been made with the support of the governing body and/or director of
my organization:
Yes

| certify that if awarded grant funding, the funding will be used in compliance with Program
Procedures:
Yes
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Scott Ressler,
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i This month, let’s visit about
another cost-share program avail-
able to North Dakota ranchers, the
Bakken Development and Working
ands Program.

'This program is primarily for fenc-
and water developments on working
ds. It will cost-share 75 percent on
cing and water developments. The
t-share is available in western North
<ota counties, including Adams, Bill-
s, Bottinecau, Burke, Divide, Dunn,
int, Golden Valley, Hettinger, Mercer,
Henry, McKenzie, McLean, Moun-
I, Morton, Oliver, Renville, Sioux,
pe, Stark, Ward and Williams. The ob-
\tion is for a 10-year agreement. And,

Environmental Services Director

additional cost-share is available for the
projects enrolled in PLOIS for five or
more years, but it is not a requirement.
This cost-share program is funded
by a grant through the North Dakota
Outdoor Heritage Iund and adminis-
tered by the North Dakota Natural Re-
sources Trust. More information on this
program and many others can be found
on the Dakota Legacy Initiative website,
www.dakotalegacyinitiative.com.

Recently, NDSA President Randy
Schmitt told his wife Stacey, “I don’t care
what anyone thinks, T believe I'm a 10.”
Stacey replied, “Maybe in pesos!” Randy
piped up, “At least it’s a real currency!” ¥
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~ HOW THE
SERVICE WORKS

~» Members contact the NDSA.

¢ A site visitis scheduled.

| Asite visit and evaluation are conducted.

0 NDSA rec umm endations are Irrepar@d an
delivered to members.

* The NDSA helps members file
appropriate paperwork, seek cost-share
rassistance and identify qualified res,ou:f_e'
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Pheasants Forever
> PHEASANTS . o, AN 511
~~ FOREVER (877) 773-2070

Pheasantsforever.org

TO Date: 04/27/2026
ND Outdoor Heritage Fund

State Capitol 14th Floor

600 E. Boulevard Ave. Dept. 405

Bismarck, ND 58505-0840

Pheasants Forever 1s writing to express our support of the North Dakota Natural Resources Trust’s,
“Bakken Development and Working Lands Program IV” OHF proposal (BDWLP 1V).

Healthy grasslands are a vital resource here in North Dakota, not just to our wildlife, but also to our
ranching operations and outdoor recreation opportunities. Pheasants Forever’s mission 1s to conserve
pheasants, quail, and other wildlife through habitat improvements, public access, education, and
conservation advocacy.

Our mission is in direct alignment with the goals of the BDWLP IV, which includes the following: to
enhance private agricultural lands and public property through voluntary grazing and grassland conservation
practices in the oil-producing counties of North Dakota.

Our support for this program will include our staff advertising to landowners one-on-one, at outreach
events, on social media, and through various other outlets that help to connect landowners to the resources,
as well as to tell the success stories that result from this program.

Additionally, we will be providing $50,000 in cash match for the BDWLP IV.

Healthy, abundant grasslands not only create birds and other wildlife, but they also support our state’s
ranching operations, while simultaneously protecting, promoting, and enhancing outdoor recreation
opportunities. This program is a win across the board for North Dakotans, and we are proud to offer our
support.

Yours sincerely,
Emily Spolyar, ND State Coordinator

Emily Spolyar

Emily Spolyar (Apr 29, 2026707:52:27 CDT)

Matt Holland, Vice President of Grant and Foundation Development
Watt-¢ollant




NORTH DAKOTA
PETROLEUM
C O U N C 1 L

100 West Broadway, Ste. 200 | P.O. Box 1395 | Bismarck, ND 58501-1395
701.223.6380 | ndpc@ndoil.org | www.NDQil.org

April 28, 2026

North Dakota Outdoor Heritage Fund Advisory Board
¢/o North Dakota Industrial Commission

600 E. Boulevard Ave., Dept. 405

Bismarck, ND 58505-0840

RE: Letter of Support — Bakken Development and Working Lands Program IV
Dear Members of the Outdoor Heritage Fund Advisory Board:

On behalf of the North Dakota Petroleum Council and our more than 550 member companies representing 98
percent of oil and gas production in North Dakota, | am writing to express our strong support for the Bakken
Development and Working Lands Program IV (BDWLP [V} submitted by the North Dakota Natural
Resources Trust. We respectfully urge the Outdoor Heritage Fund Advisory Board to fully fund this
proposal.

Previous iterations of this program have delivered exceptional, on-the-ground results for landowners,
livestock producers, wildlife, and communities of western North Dakota. Through BDWLP I and I alone,
149 voluntary agreements were signed, resulting in more than 106,000 acres of grassland improvement on
private land, with an additional 90,000 acres improved on the Little Missouri National Grasslands. BDWLP
111 is following the same successful trajectory. These outcomes reflect the kind of practical, voluntary,
landowner-driven conservation that benefits our state.

BDWLP IV will continue this important work in the oil-producing counties through grazing system
improvements, fencing and water developments, expanded public access through PLOTS, and reclamation of
energy sites on both private and public lands. The reclamation component, in particular, leverages the Trust’s
strong partnership with the North Dakota Department of Mineral Resources and turns long-idle sites back
into productive forage and wildlife habitat — a tremendous return on investment for our state.

The Outdoor Heritage Fund, supported by oil and gas tax revenues generated by our industry, was created
precisely for projects like this one. The NDPC fully supports the use of OHF dollars to fully fund BDWLP
IV. Doing so honors the intent of the Fund and ensures that the benefits of energy development continue to
flow back to the landowners and communities most directly impacted by Bakken activity.

We commend the Natural Resources Trust team for their continued leadership and respectfully urge the
Advisory Board to approve full funding for BDWLP IV. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerel
T,

Ron Ness
President
North Dakota Petroleum Council



NORTH DAKOTA WILDLIFE FEDERATION

WILDLITE
FEDERATION

NDWF Commitment to Bakken Development and Working Lands Program Il

North Dakota Natural Resources Trust April, 13th, 2026
1605 E Capitol Avenue, Ste. 101
Bismarck, ND 58501-2102

Mr. Jesse Beckers,

On behalf of the North Dakota Wildlife Federation (NDWF), | am pleased to provide this letter of
commitment in support of the Bakken Development and Working Lands Program (BDWLP).

NDWEF recognizes the significant impact BDWLP has achieved to date, including the
implementation of grazing improvements across nearly 70,000 acres within the Little Missouri
National Grasslands. These efforts have strengthened livestock management, enhanced
vegetation health, improved riparian function, and provided meaningful benefits to wildlife
habitat across western North Dakota.

In support of the next phase of this work, NDWF commits $100,000 to the continued
implementation of BDWLP in Dunn and McKenzie Counties. These funds will support the
installation of grazing infrastructure and native grass seedings on both public and private lands,
advancing shared goals of sustainable agriculture and habitat conservation.

As a statewide conservation organization dedicated to protecting North Dakota’s wildlife, habitat,
and outdoor heritage, NDWF values the collaborative, on-the-ground approach of BDWLP. This
program represents a proven model for working with landowners and partners to deliver lasting
conservation outcomes while supporting working lands.

We appreciate the opportunity to continue this partnership and look forward to the continued
success of BDWLP in improving grassland health and ecosystem function across the region.

Sincerely,
John Bradley

Executive Director
North Dakota Wildlife Federation

northdakotawildlife.org | PO Box 1091 Bismarck, ND 58502 | 701-390-7196
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