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Project Description/Abstract

The McVille Dam and Recreation Area Enhancement Project is a multi-faceted initiative designed to
improve public access, enhance fish and wildlife habitat, and expand outdoor recreational
opportunities for residents and visitors. Located in a key community recreation area, this project will
transform the existing site into a more functional, accessible, and environmentally sustainable
destination. Central to the project is the development of a new gravel pathway that will provide safe,
accessible circulation throughout the recreation area and beyond, connecting to the golf course and
eventually the McVille Baseball Field. The pathway will be complemented by strategically placed
park benches, trash receptacles, and interpretive signage to improve user comfort, promote
stewardship, and enhance the overall visitor experience. A key habitat component of the project
includes the installation of an aeration system within the reservoir to improve water quality and
enhance fish habitat. This investment will help sustain a healthy aquatic ecosystem, supporting both
recreational fishing and broader ecological benefits. To support recreational swimming and boating,
the project will replace two existing narrow and undersized docks and will be installed at the same
location by the swimming area, with a canoe and kayak launch adjacent to one of the new docks.
These improvements will increase the usability of the waterbody while encouraging responsible and
enjoyable outdoor recreation. Overall, the McVille Dam and Recreation Area Enhancement Project
aligns with the goals of the Outdoor Heritage Fund by improving habitat conditions, increasing public
access to natural resources, and fostering outdoor recreation in a way that is both sustainable and
community-oriented.

Total Budget
$810,700.00

Total Amount Requested
$588,480.00

Total Match Share
$222,220.00



GENERAL PROJECT INFORMATION

What is the primary directive of the project?
Directive A - Providing access to private and public lands for sportsmen, including projects that
create fish and wildlife habitat and provide access for sportsmen

What additional directives apply to the project?
Directive D - Conserving natural areas and creating other areas for recreation through the
establishment and development of parks and other recreation areas

Type of Organization:
Political Subdivision

Amount of Grant Request:

Total Cost of Proposed Project:

The City of McVille has a long-standing history of investing in community infrastructure and outdoor
recreation. The McVille Dam, originally constructed in 1910 as a water supply reservoir shortly after
the town’s founding, remains a central feature of the community. Although no longer used for
municipal water supply, the reservoir has evolved into a valued recreational resource. Modifications
in 1964, including a spillway, culvert, and highway embankment, further solidified its long-term
function and stability.

The surrounding recreation area expanded significantly in 1997 when local resident Sherman
Quanbeck donated land to the McVille Park District, enabling development of the campground and
public amenities. Since then, the site has grown through a combination of public investment, private
donations, and extensive volunteer efforts. Improvements included picnic shelters, a 9-hole disc golf
course (2016), additional shelter space (2024), and a new ADA-accessible shower house and office
building (2025). The campground now offers full-service and camping options, attracting visitors from
across the state.

The City continues to support a wide range of recreational programs and community events. The
annual canoe race and disc golf tournament draws participants and spectators each year, while the
beach and campground serve as popular gathering spaces throughout the summer. Partnerships
with organizations such as ND Game and Fish have brought added amenities like fishing docks and
annually stock about 5,000 fingerling walleyes, while local veterans maintain a military memorial site
within the park.

Ongoing programs include campground management, equipment rentals, and online reservation
services to expand accessibility and use. Through its services and community assets, the City of
McVille continues to promote a welcoming, active, and engaged environment for residents and
visitors alike.

Amount of Grant Request:

Total Cost of Proposed Project:



PROJECT ABSTRACT/SUMMARY

The overall objective of the McVille Dam and Recreation Area Enhancement Project is to improve
public access, enhance fish and wildlife habitat, and expand outdoor recreational opportunities
through the development of safe, accessible infrastructure and sustainable site improvements. The
project aims to create a functional and welcoming recreation area that supports anglers, paddlers,
and other outdoor users while promoting long-term environmental stewardship and community use
of the resource.

The McVille Dam and Recreation Area Enhancement Project will result in increased public access,
improved habitat conditions, and expanded recreational use of the site. Construction of the gravel
pathway and the canoe and kayak launch will provide safe, convenient access for anglers, paddlers,
and other visitors, leading to higher and more diverse use of the area. Because of the current
absence of a pathway connection, access is largely restricted to vehicle traffic from County Road 35
(west access) and State Highway 15 (south access).

Installation of the aeration system will improve water quality and enhance fish habitat, supporting
healthier fish populations and better recreational fishing opportunities. Deep water aeration will
significantly assist in improving walleye habitat. It addresses the critical need for oxygen in deeper,
cooler water, allowing walleye to occupy more of the water column during summer and reduces the
risk of fish kills. The longevity of walleye population has been a struggle over the years because of
the current habitat in the reservoir. With the addition of the water circulation system, walleye and
other species will begin to thrive in this area.

The addition of benches, trash receptacles, and signage will improve user experience, encourage
stewardship, and reduce environmental impacts such as littering and resource degradation.

Overall, the project will create a more accessible, sustainable, and well-utilized recreation area that
supports both natural resource conservation and community recreation.

Duration:

City of McVille, City of McVille Park Board

DETAILED PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The McVille Dam and Recreation Area is a very popular destination where residents and visitors
enjoy camping, fishing, and other outdoor recreation opportunities. This project is guided by a set of
clear, measurable objectives focused on improving access, enhancing habitat, and expanding
outdoor recreation opportunities in a sustainable and community-oriented manner.

1. Improve Public Access and Connectivity This project will enhance safe and equitable access to
the recreation area by constructing a gravel pathway that connects the City to the site, providing a
dedicated pedestrian route. The new pathway will link with the existing City pathway along the north
side of the golf course and connect to the site's internal pathway network, ensuring smooth
circulation throughout the area and linking all key amenities. Currently, most access from the City is
by vehicle; this improvement will offer a convenient alternative for pedestrians.

2. Enhance Fish Habitat and Water Quality

Improve the ecological health of the reservoir through the installation of an aeration system designed
to increase dissolved oxygen levels, reduce the risk of winterkill, and support a more robust and
sustainable fish population. This objective directly supports long-term habitat quality and enhances



recreational fishing opportunities. The North Dakota Game and Fish Department have been
stocking between 4,500 and 6,000 fingerling walleyes annually since 2018.

3. Expand and Support Recreational Opportunities

Increase the variety and quality of outdoor recreational experiences by incorporating amenities that
support fishing, paddling, and passive recreation. The addition of two new replacement swimming
docks with an attached canoe and kayak launch will reduce barriers for participation, making non-
motorized water access easier and increasing opportunities for anglers and paddlers of all skill
levels. The fishing docks will replace the two existing narrow and undersized docks and will be
installed at the same location as existing, by the swimming area.

4. Improve User Experience and Promote Stewardship

Install park benches, trash receptacles, and educational or wayfinding signage along the pathway to
enhance comfort, convenience, and navigation. Additionally, the project will install 10 trees, which
will provide shaded reprieve for those utilizing the pathway. These improvements are intended to
encourage longer visits, increase user satisfaction, and promote responsible use of the site by
reducing litter and increasing awareness of natural resource stewardship.

As a result of the McVille Dam and Recreation Area Enhancement Project, the site will emerge as a
sustainable, well-managed recreation area featuring durable, low-maintenance infrastructure and
amenities that blend seamlessly with the natural environment. The improved facilities will be
efficiently overseen by the City of McVille and the McVille Park Board, guaranteeing ongoing
functionality and supporting both recreational use and habitat enhancements. By strengthening the
area’s status as a regional destination, the project will boost community health, welcome more
visitors, and foster long-term vitality for both the local environment and the people who enjoy it.
Ultimately, these improvements will deliver lasting benefits to natural resources and enhance the
quality of life for all users and stakeholders.

The McVille Dam and Recreation Area Enhancement Project strongly aligns with Directive A by
improving and expanding access to public lands for sportsmen while enhancing fish habitat. The
project increases accessibility to the reservoir through the addition of a canoe and kayak launch and
improved pedestrian access from the City via a gravel pathway, making the site more usable for
anglers and paddlers. Additionally, the installation of an aeration system will improve water quality
and fish habitat, contributing to a healthier and more sustainable fishery that benefits recreational
anglers.

The project also supports Directive D by conserving and enhancing a natural area while expanding
recreational opportunities through park development. The improvements will transform the McVille
Dam and surrounding area into a more functional and inviting recreation space, with amenities such
as pathways, benches, signage, and non-motorized water access that encourage public use and
outdoor engagement. By formalizing access, improving site infrastructure, and promoting
stewardship, the project helps protect the natural resource while making it more accessible for a
variety of recreational users.

Together, these elements ensure the project not only enhances habitat and supports sportsmen but
also contributes to the long-term conservation and sustainable recreational use of the area.

List the counties that will be impacted by this project:

Nelson County, Griggs County, Grand Forks County, Eddy County, Benson County, Ramsey
County, Steele County. The Dakota Prairie Elementary School is located in McVille and the school
district encompasses portions of these 5 counties.



10 trees are proposed along the pathway. See exhibit for proposed location, along the north-south
segment of the pathway. The trees will be a variety of Northern Hardy Pine and height will be 6’ to 9’
height.

The McVille Dam and Recreation Area currently lacks the infrastructure necessary to fully support
safe, accessible, and sustainable recreational use, while also requiring improvements to maintain a
healthy aquatic ecosystem. Although the site serves as an important local resource for fishing and
outdoor recreation, limited amenities and absent infrastructure restrict its usability and long-term
viability.

Public access to the reservoir is currently constrained by the absence of designated launch areas for
canoes and kayaks, limited circulation within the site, and a lack of supportive amenities such as
pathways, seating, and waste receptacles. These limitations create barriers for residents and
visitors, particularly those without equipment or with mobility challenges, and reduces the overall
recreational potential of the area.

Pedestrian access is very difficult currently with access primarily vehicular off of State Highway 15
and County Road 35. The project will provide a multi-use pathway to connect from multiple points
within the City, connect to an existing pathway along the north side of the golf course, provide a
dedicated pedestrian crossing across County Road 35, and connect to the existing trail network
within the site. Additionally, the need to replace the two narrow undersized docks and the lack of a
formalized entry area for canoe and kayaks creates a barrier for those looking to enjoy the water and
fish recreationally. Without these improvements, the site is underutilized and does not fully serve the
needs of the community or visiting sportsmen.

From an ecological perspective, the reservoir requires aeration to improve water quality and
maintain suitable fish habitat. Without intervention, declining water conditions could negatively
impact fish populations and reduce the quality of the recreational fishing experience.

This project is needed to address these gaps by enhancing access, improving user amenities, and
investing in habitat health. By doing so, it will create a more inclusive, functional, and sustainable
recreation area that better serves the community while protecting and enhancing natural resources.

No.

The McVille Dam and Recreation Area will be sustained through a partnership between the City of
McVille and the McVille Park Board, both of which are committed to the long-term operation,
maintenance, and management of the site. The City currently employs three full-time employees; the
Park District has five elected officials and employs three seasonal employees and many volunteers.
The McVille County Club employs four seasonal employees and also hosts numerous volunteers.
Routine maintenance activities, including upkeep of the pathway, boat access points, equipment,
and site amenities, will be incorporated into existing public works and parks operations.

Ongoing costs will be supported through a combination of local funding sources, including City
budgets, in-kind staff support, and equipment resources. Additionally, The North Dakota Game and
Fish Department stock between 4,500 and 6,000 fingerling walleyes annually.

Through this collaborative management structure and commitment of local resources, the project will
remain functional, well-maintained, and accessible for years to come.

BACKGROUND/QUALIFICATIONS



MANAGEMENT

The City of McVille will serve as the lead applicant and be responsible for overall project
management, coordination, and oversight. The City will work in close partnership with the the
McVille Park Board to ensure the project is implemented efficiently and in alignment with its intended
objectives. The McVille Park Board will oversee day-to-day coordination, including consultant and
contractor management, scheduling, budgeting, and communication among project partners. The
Park Board also employs season employees that mow, trim trees, clear weeds from swimming
areas, rake the beach, empty trash cans and fire pits, clean public restrooms, maintain flowerbeds,
and other needs as they arise. The Public Works Department and Country Club have certified
chemical employees to assist in spraying weeds and mosquitos.

The project will follow a structured implementation timeline beginning with final design and
permitting, followed by bidding and construction. Qualified contractors will be selected through a
competitive process to ensure cost-effectiveness and quality workmanship. Regular coordination
meetings will be held with contractors, engineers, and project partners to monitor progress, address
challenges, and maintain adherence to the project schedule and budget.

To ensure the project meets its objectives, several evaluation points will be incorporated throughout
implementation.

These include:

e Design Review: Confirmation that final plans meet project goals for access, recreation,
and habitat improvement.

e Pre-Construction Meeting: Alignment on scope, timeline, and expectations with all
parties.

e Construction Progress Reviews: Ongoing site inspections and progress check-ins to
ensure quality and schedule compliance.

e Substantial Completion Review: Verification that all project elements are installed and
functioning as intended.

e Final Inspection and Closeout: Confirmation that the project meets all design
specifications and funding requirements.

Following completion, the City and County will monitor site usage, maintenance needs, and overall
functionality to ensure long-term success. This structured approach to management and evaluation
will help ensure the project is delivered on time, within budget, and in a manner that achieves its
intended outcomes.

TIMETABLE

The McVille Dam and Recreation Area Enhancement Project is anticipated to begin in mid-2026 and
be completed by late 2027. The schedule below outlines key tasks and milestones, along with
proposed interim status reporting dates.

Project Timeline and Major Tasks
e September 2026 — March 2027:

Final design, engineering, and permitting
Coordination with project partners and regulatory agencies



e April - May 2027:
Bid preparation and solicitation
Contractor selection and contract award
e June 2027:
Pre-construction meeting and project mobilization
e June - September 2027:
Construction
e Gravel pathway installation
e Site grading and preparation
¢ Installation of benches, trash receptacles, and signage
Phase 2 Construction
e Two new swimming docks
e Canoe and kayak launch installation
e Aeration system installation and testing
e October 2027:
Final site improvements and project punch list completion
e November 2027:
Final inspection and project closeout
Interim Status Reports
e April 2027: Project initiation and design/permitting update
e July 2027: Construction progress update
e September 2027: Mid-construction update
e November 2027: Final construction and aeration system update
e December 2027: Final report and project closeout
This schedule ensures a logical progression of work, accounts for seasonal construction
considerations, and provides regular reporting to track progress and maintain accountability
throughout the project lifecycle.

BUDGET NARRATIVE

The total estimated cost of the McVille Dam and Recreation Area Improvements Project is $810,700.
This figure includes $544,700 for construction costs, a $101,000 contingency, and $165,000 for
engineering and administrative support. The City of McVille is contributing $222,220 toward the
project, representing more than 27% of the total project cost. This local investment demonstrates a
strong financial commitment to the success and long-term sustainability of the project.

A combination of cash and in-kind contributions further supports the project. In-kind material
donations total $6,200 and include park benches ($3,200), trash receptacles ($2,000), and the
donation of 2 trees ($1,000). In-kind equipment/labor contributions are valued at $11,020 and
include common excavation activities ($6,670) and the planting of 10 trees ($4,350). As
demonstrated by the letters of support appended to this application, the material donations and in-
kind support have been generously volunteered by City residents and business owners.
Equipment/labor costs are calculated at $145 per hour, a conservative figure which includes both the
equipment (e.g. skid steer, tractor, grader) and the rate for the operator who has volunteered their
time and equipment. These contributions reduce the overall project costs while highlighting strong
community and partner involvement.

Engineering services, legal and administrative expenses, totaling $165,000, will be fully funded by
the City of McVille. This investment ensures that the project is properly designed, permitted, and
constructed to meet all applicable standards and long-term performance expectations.



The City is actively partnering with local organizations to secure the $40,000 in matching funds
required for this grant program and is confident in its ability to obtain these funds through strong
community support and established partnerships. In the event the full amount is not raised, the City
is prepared to allocate general fund dollars to ensure the match requirement is met and the project
can move forward as planned. The residents of McVille remain deeply committed to the long-term
sustainability of the recreation area, ensuring it continues to serve as a valued community asset for
generations to come.

Overall, the project budget reflects a collaborative funding approach that leverages local investment,
donations, and grant funding to deliver a comprehensive project. The combination of financial
contributions and in-kind support demonstrates strong community backing and helps maximize the
impact of the requested Outdoor Heritage Fund dollars.

If less funding is awarded than requested, the City of McVille will prioritize project elements that most
directly support the core objectives of improving public access and enhancing fish habitat. Key
components such as the primary portions of the pathway from the boat launch across County Road
35 to the City, canoe and kayak launch, and aeration system would be prioritized, as they provide
the greatest benefit to sportsmen and ecological health.

Secondary elements such as the northernmost portions of the pathway, the two new swimming
docks, or the number of benches, trash receptacles, and signage, may be scaled back, phased, or
deferred to a future funding cycle. The project may also be implemented in multiple phases to allow
completion of critical infrastructure first, while seeking additional funding to complete remaining
components.

While a reduction in funding may limit the overall scope and timing of the project, the City and Park
Board remain committed to advancing the project’s primary goals. Even at a reduced scale, the
project would still improve access and habitat conditions, though some amenities and user
experience enhancements may be delayed.

STATUS OF ONGOING PROJECTS (IF ANY)
N/A
OTHER STATE PROGRAMS AND INCENTIVES

ND DWR Pre-Construction Cost Share, October 2025 to Present, $111,600; ND DEQ Drinking
Water State Revolving Fund (DW SRF) Planning Assistance Reimbursement (PAR) Grant, April
2025 to April 2026, $15,000; ND DEQ Clean Water State Revolving Fund (CW SRF) PAR Grant,
August 2024 to August 2025, $62,750; ND DEQ DW SRF, February 2026 to Present, $1,006,000;
and ND DOT Flex Fund, January 2026 to Present, $395,655.

CERTIFICATIONS

| certify that this application has been made with the support of the governing body and chief
executive of my organization:

| certify that if awarded grant funding none of the funding will be used for any of exemptions listed on
the NDIC website:

If awarded funding, the City of McVille will formally recognize the Outdoor Heritage Fund’s
contribution through on-site signage and public acknowledgment efforts. Project signage will be



installed within the McVille Dam and Recreation Area to clearly identify the Outdoor Heritage Fund
as a key funding partner. Signage will be placed in visible, high-use areas such as along the
pathway and near primary amenities to ensure visitors are aware of the program’s support.

In addition, the City will consider hosting a community event or ribbon-cutting ceremony upon project
completion to celebrate the improvements and recognize the Outdoor Heritage Fund’s investment.
This event would provide an opportunity to highlight the project’s benefits, including enhanced
habitat and expanded recreational access, while acknowledging the role of the Outdoor Heritage
Fund in making the project possible. Moreover, both the Board and its engineering consultant will
use social media and digital marketing campaigns to advertise the Project, promote its benefits, and
recognize its contributing partners.

PARTNERSHIP RECOGNITION

| certify that this application has been made with the support of the governing body and chief
executive of my organization:

| certify that if awarded grant funding none of the funding will be used for any of exemptions listed on
the NDIC website:

If awarded funding, the City of McVille will formally recognize the Outdoor Heritage Fund’s
contribution through on-site signage and public acknowledgment efforts. Project signage will be
installed within the McVille Dam and Recreation Area to clearly identify the Outdoor Heritage Fund
as a key funding partner. Signage will be placed in visible, high-use areas such as along the
pathway and near primary amenities to ensure visitors are aware of the program’s support.

In addition, the City will consider hosting a community event or ribbon-cutting ceremony upon project
completion to celebrate the improvements and recognize the Outdoor Heritage Fund’s investment.
This event would provide an opportunity to highlight the project’s benefits, including enhanced
habitat and expanded recreational access, while acknowledging the role of the Outdoor Heritage
Fund in making the project possible. Moreover, both the Board and its engineering consultant will
use social media and digital marketing campaigns to advertise the Project, promote its benefits, and
recognize its contributing partners.

CERTIFICATIONS

| certify that this application has been made with the support of the governing body and/or director of
my organization:
Yes

| certify that if awarded grant funding, the funding will be used in compliance with Program
Procedures:
Yes
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To Whom It May Concern

I'am writing to offer my wholehearted support for the McVille Dam and Recreation Area
Iimprovement Project. As someone who grew up in McVille and still Lives and works in the
community, the Dam has been an important part of my life for as long as | can remember.

As ayoungster, | had the pleasure of swimming in the Dam and participating in the youth
fishing derbies. As | have grown older, it has been a great joy to see the continued
improvemgsnts to the facilities, amenities and water activities. The newer boat ramp and
fishing piers have made access more convenient for boat anglers and shore fishermen
alike. Kayaking continues to grow in popularity, and the addition of a dedicated launch will
encourage that demographic to enjoy the Dam more often as well. The aeration system will

benefit the water quality, the swimmers, the fish population and the folks who enjoy
catching them too!

As an avid golfer, | also fully support a trail system that connects the Dam campground and
the golf course. These are 2 of the main tourist attractions in the community, so

connecting them will make it easier for campers to enjoy golf, and golfers to enjoy the
recreation area.

My family spent a week at the campground last year and liked it so much we will be
spending this whole summer on site. My daughter has been fortunate enough to enjoy the
Dam her whole life, and improvements will ensure that she is able to continue that into
adulthood, just as | have.

Overall, these projects will benefit the community and visitors tremendously. Continued
investment in the area ensures longevity and sustainability for all. We love enjoying the

area ourselves, but we also love to see people traveling from out of town to take in what we
have to offer!

Sincerely,

Brian Naas

Resident

701-799-6059
brian.naas10@yahoo.com



D&M Service Station

April 29, 2026
To Whom It May Concern,

This letter is to express our commitment to supporting the McVille Dam and Recreation
Area improvements project. We recognize the importance of this project in enhancing
community recreation opportunities, preserving natural resources, and providing long-

term benefits to the surrounding area.

To assist in these efforts, we pledge to provide a monetary contribution toward the
overall project. This funding is intended to support the planning, development, and
implementation of the McVille Dam and Recreation Area improvements, helping to
ensure the project is successfully completed and delivers lasting value to the

community.

We value the opportunity to partner in this initiative and are committed to contributing
to the successful realization of the McVille Dam and Recreation Area improvements.

We look forward to assisting in the improvements of this important community space.

Sincerely,

Mike Trost

701-322-5600



Kirk Brandvold — Trust Committee Manager
Steve Aslakson — Trust Committee Manager
Brian Arneson — Trust Committee Manager
Glimsdahl Brothers Trust

April 29, 2026

To Whom It May Concern,

This letter serves to express our formal commitment to supporting the McVille Dam and
Recreation Area improvements project. We recognize the vital importance of this
initiative in enhancing community recreation, preserving natural resources, and
providing long-term benefits to the region.

The Glimsdahl Brothers Trust has a proud history of investing in this local landmark,
most recently through our funding of the new shower house facility that
successfully opened in 2025. To build upon these efforts, we pledge a further
monetary contribution toward the upcoming improvement phase. This funding is
intended to support the planning, development, and implementation of the project,
ensuring it delivers lasting value to the community.

We value the opportunity to partner in this initiative and are dedicated to the successful
realization of these improvements. We look forward to assisting in the continued
revitalization of this important community space.

Sincerely,

Kirk Brandvold

Glimsdahl Brothers Trust
701-740-7878
kirkbrandvold@fmbnd.com



Tolna Bay Campground &

Berg Insurance

April 29th 2026

To Whom It May Concern,

This letter is to express commitment from both Tolna Bay Campground and Berg Insurance
to support the proposed improvements and ongoing maintenance and stewardship of the
McVille Dam and Recreation Area improvements. We recognize the importance of this
project in enhancing community recreation opportunities, preserving natural resources,
and ensuring the long-term functionality of the site.

To assist in these efforts, we pledge to contribute both equipment and staff time toward
maintenance activities. This includes providing access to necessary machinery and tools,
as well as dedicating personnel hours to support routine upkeep, repairs, and general site
management as needed. Our intent is to help ensure that the improvements remain safe,
functional, and beneficial for public use well into the future.

We value the opportunity to partner in this initiative and are committed to being a reliable

resource in maintaining the quality and sustainability of the McVille Dam and Recreation
Area.

~ We look forward to assisting in the upkeep of this important community space.

Sincerely,

L=

Ilvan Berg, Owner
ivanberins@gmail.com

701-270-8101



McVille Country Club

Members: Brandon Jensen, Brian Naas, Ivan Berg

April 29th 2026

To Whom It May Concern,

This letter is to express commitment from The McVille Country Club to support the
proposed improvements and ongoing maintenance and stewardship of the McVille Dam
and Recreation Area improvements. We recognize the importance of this project in
enhancing community recreation opportunities, preserving natural resources, and
ensuring the long-term functionality of the site.

To assist in these efforts, we pledge to contribute both equipment and staff time toward
maintenance activities. This includes providing access to necessary machinery and tools,
as well as dedicating personnel hours to support routine upkeep, repairs, and general site
management as needed. Our intent is to help ensure that the improvements remain safe,
functional, and beneficial for public use well into the future.

We value the opportunity to partner with others in our community in this initiative and are
committed to being a reliable resource in maintaining the quality and sustainability of the
McVille Dam and Recreation Area.

We look forward to assisting in the upkeep of this important community space.

Sincerely,

L=

Ivan Berg, McVille County Club President
ivanberins@gmail.com

701-270-8101



April 28h, 2026
To whom it may concern,

The community of McVille has been my home since 2009, but | often refer to it as my
“hometown” as it feels | have always lived here. | am filled with an incredible sense of pride when |
think about the exceptional experiences my children and | have been blessed with over the years. Our
little community offers big opportunities to locals and visitors alike thanks to the vision and efforts made
by the many dedicated and passionate people that reside here.

One of our favorite spots will forever be the McVille Dam. From the very first summer we lived
here, we've enjoyed camping, fishing, and swimming at the dam. Over the years our camping gear has
been upgraded and so has our favorite camping spot! So many incredible changes have taken place
over the last few years and I'm so excited to support projects that will continue to improve our beautiful
dam!

The opportunity to explore and interact with the outdoors is so important for young children as
part of their development. For over sixteen years, | was directly involved with Scouting — starting first
as Cubmaster when my children were young and eventually stepping into other leadership roles as my
children crossed over from Cub Scouts to Boy Scouts. For the last several years, our Pack and Troop
have come to camp here in McVille; enticed by the safe and quiet location that offered affordable
camping and a wide variety of activities giving the scouts the gift of choice about how to spend their
time. While here, they even found an opportunity for service projects — including helping with the
annual youth fishing derby that is part of our McVille Days celebration each July. Through scouting, our
Troop has opportunities to camp all over the country and it speaks highly of our local site that they
choose to return year after year.

The fishing derby is a fun McVille Days tradition — bringing sometimes thirty kids and their
families out on a Sunday afternoon in hopes of catching a fish or two! They are thrilled to participate,
even when the fish don’t cooperate. | do, however, love the expression on their faces when the fish do
decide to bite! I'm excited at the thought that improvements to our recreational area could continue
improve fishing, swimming, and kayaking as well.

As you can see, I'm proud of all the resources available in our community and I'm in favor of
resources that would help us to continue to make improvements to the McVille Dam.

Sincerely,
Haley Klefstad



Renae Arneson
503 N Olsgard St
McVille, ND 58254
Email:renae.arneson@gmail.com

April 28, 2026

North Dakota Industrial Commission
ATTN: Outdoor Heritage Fund Program
State Capitol — Fourteenth Floor

600 East Boulevard Ave. Dept. 405
Bismarck, ND 58505

RE: Support for Proposed McVille Dam Kayak Launch

Dear ND Heritage Fund Grant Opportunity Administrators:

I'am writing to express my strong support for the proposed kayak and canoe launch at the.
McVille Dam in McVille, ND. As a local resident/paddler/nature enthusiast, | believe this project
will greatly enhance our community’s access to this facility.

Currently, our area lacks a safe, dedicated, and accessible spot to launch kayaks and canoes. A
proper, accessible launch will improve safety, encourage eco-tourism, and promote a healthy
lifestyle for residents of all ages and abilities. This project will turn a difficult, over-grown and
weedy area into a welcoming recreational space.

In addition, this area has become a very popular recreation area in the past decade. We have
witnessed a significant increase in camping, frisbee golf, sand volleyball, and fishing. | am

thrilled at the prospect of more accessible, safe access to this Dam and urge the Administrators
to approve this project.
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M Farmers & MErcHANTS BANK

esti99 OF NORTH DAKOTA

To Whom It May Concern,

On behalf of our local banking team, | am writing to express our strong support for the
development of a new walking trail in our community.

As afinancial institution deeply rooted in this area, we see firsthand how quality-of-life
investments shape the long-term vitality of rural communities. A walking trail is more than
just a recreational amenity—it is an investment in the physical health, mental well-being,
and social connection of our residents.

Access to safe, accessible outdoor spaces encourages healthy lifestyles for individuals
and families of all ages. In a rural setting, where such amenities can be limited, a dedicated
walking trail provides a valuable opportunity for exercise, relaxation, and connection with
nature. It also creates a shared space where neighbors can gather, strengthening the sense
of community that makes small towns so special.

From an economic perspective, projects like this contribute to community attractiveness
and sustainability. Enhancements that improve livability help retain current residents while
making the area more appealing to prospective families, workers, and businesses. As a
local bank, we recognize that strong, vibrant communities foster economic stability and
growth—benefiting both residents and local enterprises.

We believe this walking trail will serve as a lasting asset, enriching daily life and supporting
the long-term success of our community. We are proud to support initiatives that promote
well-being, connection, and continued development in the place we call home.

Thank you for your consideration and for your commitment to improving our community.

Sincerely,

Loty L

Bradyn Sand
Loan Officer

Farmers and Merchants Bank of North Dakota

Tolna, ND 58380 Binford, ND 58416
PO Box 405 PO Box 205
701.262.4511 701.676.2411

McVille, ND 58254
PO Box 305
701.322.4324



McVille Community Club
April 29, 2026

To Whom It May Concern,

The McVille Community Club is pleased to offer our wholehearted support for the McVille
Dam and Recreation Area Improvement Project. For our community, the McVille Dam is far

more than just a recreational site—it is a cherished gathering place and a true cornerstone
of community life.

Each year during McVille Days, the dam comes alive as the starting point for the canoe
races, bringing together participants and spectators in a tradition that reflects the spiritand
pride of our community. It is also the starting and ending point for our annual 5K and family
Fun Run, which we hope the trail system will be a part of in future years.

The McVille Dam serves as a daily retreat for families—whether it’s swimming at the beach,
fishing, playing frisbee golf, or simply enjoying time outdoors together. The campground
and surrounding recreation area also provide an important draw for visitors to our region,
contributing to local tourism and showcasing the natural beauty of our community.

Because of the many ways this space is used and loved, the McVille Community Club
pledges to prdvide a one-time monetary donation specifically designated for
enhancements within the recreation area. Our contribution is intended to assist with the
purchase and installation of park benches, trash receptacles, and signage. These
improvements will help increase usability, promote cleanliness, and improve the overall
visitor experience.

The McVille Community Club is proud to support this project and remains committed to
investing in spaces that strengthen community connection, celebrate tradition, and
support local economic and recreational vitality.

Sincerely,

o\&ﬂWL&, MﬁN\

Lule Naas, Chair

McVille Community Club

(701) 730-2090
McVilleCommunityClub@outlook.com



Jay Slade, Superintendent

Clay Johnson, Principal 701-345-8233 Jackie Bye, Principal

Dakota Prairie High School Jay.Slade@k12.nd.us Dakota Prairie Elementary

PO Box 37 « 518 4% Avenue PO Box 337 +101 Nyhus Avenue

Petersburg, ND 58272 McVille, ND 58254

Phone: 701-345-8233 » Fax: 701-345-8251 Phone: 701-322-4771 » Fax: 701-322-5128

Clay.Johnson@k12.nd.us Jackie.Bye@k12.nd.us
To Whom It May Concern,

My name is Jay Slade and I am the Superintendent of Dakota Prairie School District #1.
Geographically speaking, Dakota Prairie encompasses over 900 square miles of land and has
area in 8 counties in North Dakota. We have an Elementary campus in McVille and our High
School campus is in Petersburg.

The purpose for my correspondence today is to express Dakota Prairie’s strong support for the
City of McVille’s application for grant funding to develop a community walking path connecting
key recreational and educational facilities throughout the city.

This proposed walking trail would provide a safe and accessible route for our students, staff, and
community members to travel between important activity areas, including the baseball diamond,
football field, track, and local golf course. Currently, access between these locations can present
safety challenges, particularly for students traveling on foot. The development of a designated
walking path would significantly improve safety, promote physical activity, and enhance the
overall usability of these shared spaces.

In addition to improving safety and connectivity, this project has the potential to strengthen our
community’s recreational infrastructure. Expanded amenities—such as the addition of plumbing
and other supportive facilities—would increase the value and functionality of these areas for
school activities, community events, and regional competitions. These improvements would not
only benefit our students but also attract greater community engagement and usage.

The Dakota Prairie School District is committed to supporting initiatives that promote student
wellness, community collaboration, and long-term growth. This walking path project aligns
directly with those goals and represents a meaningful investment in the future of McVille,_

We fully support the City of McVille’s efforts to secure this grant and encourage favorable
consideration of this proposal.

Sincerely,

Jay Slade

Superintendent

Dakota Prairie School District

www.dakota-prairie.k12.nd.us

Dakota Prairie does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, disability, or age,
in its programs or activities and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups.



Nelson
County
Health

System

McVille, ND 58254

Aprit 8, 2026

To Whom It May Concern,

| am writing to express my strong support for the development of a walking and biking path
around our town, McVille, North Dakota. This path is designed to provide safe and
enjoyable outdoor access for all residents, including those at our nursing home.

This project would offer numerous benefits to our community. For our nursing home
residents, a walking path would provide a safe and accessible environment to engage in
gentle physical activity, enjoy fresh air, and experience the beauty of our town. Our nursing
home purchased a trishaw (three wheeled bike with ride on seat) though Cycling Without
Age https://cyclingwithoutage,org/ It has been a great addition to encourage outdoor
activity and bike rides for residents. The proposed-path would foster both physical and
mental well-being. A picture of the trishaw is here. /

In addition to the health benefits, this path would serve as a community gathering sp’ace,
encouraging intergenerational connections and promoting a sense of pride and
togetherness in our rural town. It would also enhance the overall attractiveness and
accessibility of our community for visitors and families.

I strongly encourage local leaders, organizations, and stakeholders to support this
initiative. Providing a safe, well-maintained walking and biking path is an investment in the
health, happiness, and quality of life of all our residents, particularly those who are most
vutnerable,

Thank you for considering this proposal and for supportmg initiatives that strengthen the
well-being of our community.

Sincerely,

| Steve Forde, CFO

McVille Clinic ~ Assisted Living Hospital Care Center
108 North Main 514 N. Olsgard St. 200 North Main 108 E. Nyhus Ave.
PO Box 307 701-322-4314 PO Box 367 701-322-4314
701-322-4347 Fax 701-322-5533 701-322-4328 Fax 701-322-5533

Fax 701-322-2244 Fax 701-322-2250
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