
Minutes of a Meeting of the Industrial Commission of North Dakota 

Held on September 30th, 2025, beginning at 8:30 a.m. 

Governor’s Conference Room – State Capitol 

Present: Governor Kelly Armstrong, Chairman 

  Attorney General Drew H. Wrigley 

Agriculture Commissioner Doug Goehring  

Also Present:  This meeting was open through Microsoft Teams so not all attendees are known. 

  Agency representatives joined various portions of the meeting. 

Governor Armstrong called the meeting of the Industrial Commission to order at approximately 
8:31 a.m. 

Ms. Karen Tyler took roll call, and Governor Armstrong, Commissioner Goehring, and Attorney 
General Wrigley were present.  

Governor Armstrong invited the room to stand and join the Commission in saying the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 

OFFICE OF THE INDUSTRIAL COMMISSION 

Ms. Karen Tyler presented for consideration of approval the June 26, 2025, Industrial Commission 
meeting minutes. 

It was moved by Commissioner Goehring and seconded by Attorney General Wrigley that the 
Industrial Commission approve the June 26, 2025, Industrial Commission meeting minutes. 

On a roll call vote, Governor Armstrong, Attorney General Wrigley, and Commissioner 
Goehring voted aye. The motion carried unanimously. 

Ms. Tyler presented for consideration of approval a Professional Services Contract Renewal for the 
Lignite Research Development and Marketing Program.  

It was moved by Commissioner Goehring and seconded by Attorney General Wrigley that the 
Industrial Commission approve the renewal of the professional services contract for the 
Lignite Research, Marketing, and Development Program Technical Advisor the term 
September 1, 2025, through June 30, 2026, and directs the Industrial Commission Deputy 
Executive Director to execute the renewed contract. 

On a roll call vote, Governor Armstrong, Attorney General Wrigley, and Commissioner 
Goehring voted aye. The motion carried unanimously. 

NORTH DAKOTA BUILDING AUTHORITY 

Ms. Mindy Piatz with Brady Martz presented the June 30, 2025, Financial Audit. In their opinion, the 
financial statements referred to present fairly, in all material respects, the respective financial 
position of the North Dakota Building Authority, a component of the State of North Dakota as of 



June 30, 2025 and 2024, and the respective changes in financial position and cash flows thereof for 
the years then ended in accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United 
States of America.  

NORTH DAKOTA PUBLIC FINANCE AUTHORITY 

Ms. DeAnn Ament presented for consideration of approval the Following State Revolving Fund 
Loans: 

i. City of Burlington – Capital Financing Program - $1,400,000. The purpose of this loan 
is to expand the primary lagoon cell south into the existing dead cells and design 
improvements to accommodate future aeration. This will allow the City to meet the 
180-day storage requirement and allow for a future capacity project should the City 
continue to grow. The requested loan term is 20-years, and the City will issue revenue 
bonds payable with sewer user fees. The average annual payment will be $107,786. 

It was moved by Commissioner Goehring and seconded by Attorney General Wrigley that the 
Industrial Commission approve the Capital Financing Program loan request of $1,400,000 for 
the City of Burlington. 

On a roll call vote, Governor Armstrong, Attorney General Wrigley, and Commissioner 
Goehring voted aye. The motion carried unanimously. 

A RESOLUTION WAS MADE 

INDUSTRIAL COMMISSION OF NORTH DAKOTA 
 NORTH DAKOTA PUBLIC FINANCE AUTHORITY 
 RESOLUTION APPROVING 
 LOAN AND PURCHASE OF MUNICIPAL SECURITIES 
 WITH FUNDS HELD IN THE CAPITAL FINANCING PROGRAM 
 GENERAL BOND RESOLUTION OPERATING ACCOUNT 
  

WHEREAS, the City of Burlington (the "Political Subdivision") has requested a loan in 
the amount of $1,400,000 (the "Loan") from the North Dakota Public Finance Authority (the "NDPFA") 
to expand the primary lagoon cell south and design improvements to accommodate future aeration 
and allow for a future capacity project; and 
 

Whereas, the Political Subdivision will issue revenue bonds payable with sewer user 
fees to repay the loan;  

 
Whereas, upon a review of the loan application, the NDPFA’s Advisory Committee is 

recommending approval of the Loan; and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Industrial Commission of North Dakota 

as follows: 
 

1.  The Loan is hereby approved. 
 



2.  The Executive Director is authorized to fund the Loan as an eligible investment with 
funds available under the NDPFA's Capital Financing Program General Bond Resolution Operating 
Account, upon receipt of the Municipal Securities described and authorized to be issued in the 
Resolution to be adopted by the Political Subdivision's governing body. 
 
Adopted:   September 30, 2025 
 

ii. City of Bowman – Clean Water - $3,967,000. The purpose of this loan is to replace and 
rehabilitate existing sanitary sewer main using cured-in-place liner. The requested loan 
term is 30-years, and the City will issue revenue bonds payable with sewer user fees. 
The average annual payment will be $41,788. 

It was moved by Commissioner Goehring and seconded by Attorney General Wrigley that the 
Industrial Commission approve the Clean Water State Revolving Fund loan request of 
$3,967,000 for the City of Bowman. 

On a roll call vote, Governor Armstrong, Attorney General Wrigley, and Commissioner 
Goehring voted aye. The motion carried unanimously. 

A RESOLUTION WAS MADE 

RESOLUTION APPROVING 
 LOAN FROM CLEAN WATER STATE REVOLVING FUND 
 

WHEREAS, the Industrial Commission has heretofore authorized the creation of a Clean 
Water State Revolving Fund Program (the "Program") pursuant to N.D.C.C. chs. 6-09.4 and 61-28.2; 
and  
 

WHEREAS, the Clean Water State Revolving Fund is governed in part by the Master Trust 
Indenture dated as of July 1, 2011 (the "Indenture"), between the North Dakota Public Finance 
Authority (NDPFA) and the Bank of North Dakota (the Trustee); and 
  
WHEREAS, the City of Bowman (the "Political Subdivision") has requested a loan in the amount of 
$3,967,000 from the Program to replace and rehabilitate existing sanitary sewer main using cured-
in-place liner; and 

 
WHEREAS, the NDPFA’s Advisory Committee is recommending approval of the Loan; and 

 
WHEREAS, there has been presented to this Commission a form of Loan Agreement 

proposed to be adopted by the Political Subdivision and entered into with the NDPFA; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Industrial Commission of North Dakota as 
follows: 
 

1. The Loan is hereby approved, as recommended by the Advisory Committee. 
 



2. The form of Loan Agreement to be entered into with the Political Subdivision is hereby 
approved in substantially the form on file and the Executive Director is hereby authorized to execute 
the same with all such changes and revisions therein as the Executive Director shall approve. 
 

3. The Executive Director is authorized to fund the Loan from funds on hand in the Clean 
Water Loan Fund established under the Indenture upon receipt of the Municipal Securities described 
in the Political Subdivisions bond resolution, to submit to the Trustee a NDPFA Request pursuant to 
the Indenture, and to make such other determinations as are required under the Indenture. 
 

4. The Commission declares its intent pursuant to Treasury Regulations '1.150-2 that 
any Loan funds advanced from the Federally Capitalized Loan Account shall be reimbursed from the 
proceeds of bonds issued by the NDPFA under the Indenture. 
 
Adopted: September 30, 2025 
 

iii. City of Grand Forks – Drinking Water - $12,825,000 Increase to previously approved 
$1,050,000 loan. The purpose of this loan is to begin the process of replacing some of 
the 700-known lead service lines. The requested loan term is 30-years, and the City will 
issue revenue bonds payable with water user fees. The average annual payment will be 
$153,817. 

It was moved by Commissioner Goehring and seconded by Attorney General Wrigley that the 
Industrial Commission approve the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund loan request 
increase of $12,825,000 to previously approved $1,050,000 for the City of Grand Forks. 

On a roll call vote, Governor Armstrong, Attorney General Wrigley, and Commissioner 
Goehring voted aye. The motion carried unanimously. 

A RESOLUTION WAS MADE 

RESOLUTION APPROVING 
 LOAN FROM DRINKING WATER STATE REVOLVING FUND 
 

WHEREAS, the Industrial Commission has heretofore authorized the creation of a Drinking 
Water State Revolving Fund Program (the “Program”) pursuant to N.D.C.C. chs. 6-09.4, 61-28.1, and 
61-28.2; and 
 

WHEREAS, the State Revolving Fund is governed in part by the Master Trust Indenture dated 
as of July 1, 2011 (the "Indenture"), between the North Dakota Public Finance Authority (the 
“NDPFA”) and the Bank of North Dakota (the “Trustee”); and 
  
WHEREAS, the City of Grand Forks (the “Political Subdivision”) has requested a $12,825,000 loan 
increase to their previously approved $1,050,000 loan (total $13,875,000) from the Program to begin 
the process of replacing some of the 700 known lead service lines; and 
 

WHEREAS, NDPFA’s Advisory Committee is recommending approval of the Loan; and 
 



WHEREAS, there has been presented to this Commission a form of Loan Agreement 
proposed to be adopted by the Political Subdivision and entered into with the NDPFA; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Industrial Commission of North Dakota as 
follows: 
 

1. The Loan is hereby approved, as recommended by the Advisory Committee. 
 

2. The form of Loan Agreement to be entered into with the Political Subdivision is hereby 
approved in substantially the form on file and the Executive Director is hereby authorized to execute 
the same with all such changes and revisions therein as the Executive Director shall approve. 
 

3. The Executive Director is authorized to fund the Loan from funds on hand in the 
Drinking Water Loan Fund established under the Indenture upon receipt of the Municipal Securities 
described in the Political Subdivisions bond resolution, to submit to the Trustee a NDPFA Request 
pursuant to the Indenture, and to make such other determinations as are required under the 
Indenture. 
 

4. The Commission declares its intent pursuant to Treasury Regulations '1.150-2 that 
any Loan funds advanced from the Federally Capitalized Loan Account shall be reimbursed from the 
proceeds of bonds issued by the NDPFA under the Indenture. 
 
Adopted: September 30, 2025 
 

iv. City of Grand Forks – Clean Water - $50,000,000 Increase to previously approved 
$54,620,000 loan. The purpose of this loan is to fund wastewater treatment plant 
improvements including pipe routes, mechanical and egress improvements, septage 
reception, and solids handling. The bioreactors will be expanded and improved for new 
capacity as well as installation of integrated fixed-film activated sludge modules. The 
requested loan term is 30-years, and the City will issue revenue bonds payable with 
sewer user fees. The average annual payment will be $4,860,045. 

It was moved by Commissioner Goehring and seconded by Attorney General Wrigley that the 
Industrial Commission approve the Clean Water State Revolving Fund loan request increase 
of $50,000,000 to previously approved $54,620,000 for the City of Grand Forks. 

On a roll call vote, Governor Armstrong, Attorney General Wrigley, and Commissioner 
Goehring voted aye. The motion carried unanimously. 

A RESOLUTION WAS MADE 

RESOLUTION APPROVING 
 LOAN FROM CLEAN WATER STATE REVOLVING FUND 
 

WHEREAS, the Industrial Commission has heretofore authorized the creation of a Clean 
Water State Revolving Fund Program (the “Program”) pursuant to N.D.C.C. chs. 6-09.4, and 61-28.2; 
and 
 



WHEREAS, the State Revolving Fund is governed in part by the Master Trust Indenture dated 
as of July 1, 2011 (the "Indenture"), between the North Dakota Public Finance Authority (the 
“NDPFA”) and the Bank of North Dakota (the “Trustee”); and 
  

WHEREAS, the City of  Grand Forks (the “Political Subdivision”) has requested a $50,000,000 
increase to their previously approved $54,620,000 loan (total $104,620,000) from the Program for 
wastewater treatment plant improvements including pipe routes, mechanical and egress 
improvements, septage reception, and solids handling, expansion and improvement of bioreactors 
for capacity, and installation of integrated fixed-film activated sludge modules; and 
 

WHEREAS, NDPFA’s Advisory Committee is recommending approval of the Loan; and 
 

WHEREAS, there has been presented to this Commission a form of Loan Agreement 
proposed to be adopted by the Political Subdivision and entered into with the NDPFA; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Industrial Commission of North Dakota as 
follows: 
 

1. The Loan is hereby approved, as recommended by the Advisory Committee. 
 

2. The form of Loan Agreement to be entered into with the Political Subdivision is hereby 
approved in substantially the form on file and the Executive Director is hereby authorized to execute 
the same with all such changes and revisions therein as the Executive Director shall approve. 
 

3. The Executive Director is authorized to fund the Loan from funds on hand in the Clean 
Water Loan Fund established under the Indenture upon receipt of the Municipal Securities described 
in the Political Subdivisions bond resolution, to submit to the Trustee a NDPFA Request pursuant to 
the Indenture, and to make such other determinations as are required under the Indenture. 
 

4. The Commission declares its intent pursuant to Treasury Regulations '1.150-2 that 
any Loan funds advanced from the Federally Capitalized Loan Account shall be reimbursed from the 
proceeds of bonds issued by the NDPFA under the Indenture. 
 
Adopted: September 30, 2025 
 

v. City of Lisbon – Clean Water - $9,880,000. The purpose of this loan is to do a full 
replacement of sixteen blocks of water mains, storm and sanitary sewer and streets. 
The requested loan term is 30-years, and the City will issue improvement bonds 
payable with special assessments. The average annual payment will be $420,802. 

It was moved by Commissioner Goehring and seconded by Attorney General Wrigley that the 
Industrial Commission approve the Clean Water State Revolving Fund loan request of 
$9,880,000 for the City of Lisbon. 

On a roll call vote, Governor Armstrong, Attorney General Wrigley, and Commissioner 
Goehring voted aye. The motion carried unanimously. 

A RESOLUTION WAS MADE 



RESOLUTION APPROVING 
 LOAN FROM CLEAN WATER STATE REVOLVING FUND 
 

WHEREAS, the Industrial Commission has heretofore authorized the creation of a Clean 
Water State Revolving Fund Program (the "Program") pursuant to N.D.C.C. chs. 6-09.4 and 61-28.2; 
and  
 

WHEREAS, the Clean Water State Revolving Fund is governed in part by the Master Trust 
Indenture dated as of July 1, 2011 (the "Indenture"), between the North Dakota Public Finance 
Authority (NDPFA) and the Bank of North Dakota (the Trustee); and 
  
WHEREAS, the City of Lisbon (the "Political Subdivision") has requested a loan in the amount of 
$9,880,000 from the Program for full replacement of sixteen blocks of water mains, storm and 
sanitary sewer, and streets; and 

 
WHEREAS, the NDPFA’s Advisory Committee is recommending approval of the Loan; and 

 
WHEREAS, there has been presented to this Commission a form of Loan Agreement 

proposed to be adopted by the Political Subdivision and entered into with the NDPFA; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Industrial Commission of North Dakota as 
follows: 
 

1. The Loan is hereby approved, as recommended by the Advisory Committee. 
 

2. The form of Loan Agreement to be entered into with the Political Subdivision is hereby 
approved in substantially the form on file and the Executive Director is hereby authorized to execute 
the same with all such changes and revisions therein as the Executive Director shall approve. 
 

3. The Executive Director is authorized to fund the Loan from funds on hand in the Clean 
Water Loan Fund established under the Indenture upon receipt of the Municipal Securities described 
in the Political Subdivisions bond resolution, to submit to the Trustee a NDPFA Request pursuant to 
the Indenture, and to make such other determinations as are required under the Indenture. 
 

4. The Commission declares its intent pursuant to Treasury Regulations '1.150-2 that 
any Loan funds advanced from the Federally Capitalized Loan Account shall be reimbursed from the 
proceeds of bonds issued by the NDPFA under the Indenture. 
 
Adopted: September 30, 2025 
 

Ms. Ament presented a Memo from the NDPFA Advisory Committee regarding SRF Loans Approved 
under Policy P-3B. 

i. City of Lisbon – Drinking Water - $1,296,000. The purpose of this loan is to do a full 
replacement of 16 blocks of watermains, storm and sanitary sewer and streets. The 
requested loan term is 30-years, and the City will issue improvement bonds payable 
with special assessment collections. The average annual payment will be $420,802. 



ii. City of Dickinson – Drinking Water - $1,000,000. The purpose of this loan is to replace 
cast-iron water main with PVC piping from 2nd Street to 9th Street East and increase the 
storm sewer capacity from 2nd Street to 5th Street East. The requested loan term is 20-
years and the City will issue revenue bonds payable with 50% of the 1% city sales tax 
dedicated to infrastructure. The average annual payment will be $58,064. 

iii. City of Dickinson – Clean Water - $1,000,000. The purpose of this loan is to replace 
cast-iron water main with PVC piping from 2nd Street to 9th Street East and increase the 
storm sewer capacity from 2nd Street to 5th Street East. The requested loan term is 20-
years and the City will issue revenue bonds payable with 50% of the 1% city sales tax 
dedicated to infrastructure. The average annual payment will be $58,064. 

iv. City of Valley City – Clean Water - $600,000. The purpose of this loan is to replace clay 
tile sanitary sewer mains when completing road reconstruction and reline any 
deteriorating sewer lines where the roads still have an adequate life span. The 
requested loan term is 20-years, and the City will issue improvement bonds payable 
with special assessments. The average annual payment will be $35,334. 

 

DEPARTMENT OF MINERAL RESOURCES 

Mr. Ed Murphy presented the Geological Survey Q2 Quarterly Report.  

Wilson M. Laird Core and Sample Library 

During the second quarter of 2025, geologists from four companies, the Geological Survey, the 
Energy and Environmental Research Center, as well as students and/or professors from the 
University of North Dakota studied 7,888 feet of core. Additionally, 4,654 feet of core was shipped 
out for study and testing. A total of 2,467 feet of core was photographed, generating 3,497 standard 
photographs and 2,610 feet of core was photographed with a tripod generating 253 photographs for 
the subscription site. 

Reboxing of Cores and Samples 

In 2005, a reboxing campaign in the core library was started because many of the core and sample 
boxes were in bad shape and could not be stored efficiently. It is estimated that of the 130,000 core 
and sample boxes stored in the core library, 41,000 were damaged and would need to be replaced. 
For decades, the boxes had been housed in a Quonset hut on the UND campus that was not 
climate controlled. Additionally, the boxes had been repeatedly moved on and off of the shelves 
and some had been damaged during shipping to the core library. 

The Department re-boxed an average of 3,000 boxes per year from 2005 to 2009, giving us space 
savings of approximately 15% or 90 total bins. With additional core coming in from the Bakken play 
and all available space in the core library quickly filling up, we increased our re-boxing efforts to an 
average of 17,000 boxes per year from 2010 through 2015. The total re-boxing was113,000 boxes, 
almost three times more than what we initially set out to do, clearing 420 bins. Those empty bins 
were quickly filled with sample and core boxes as the Bakken play expanded. Luckily, the much-
needed core library expansion was completed in 2016. 



Landslide Program 

For decades, Survey geologists routinely mapped landslides at the same time as the surface 
geology. However, generating surface geology maps takes considerably more time than it does to 
generate a much more focused landslide map. Given the need for landslide data, especially in 
areas of expanding infrastructure, we began generating stand-alone landslide maps in the mid-
1990s. These maps were generated by the stereographic study of paper copies of black and white 
aerial photographs in stereo pairs from flightlines that were typically flown sometime between 
1957 and 1965. The Phase I series of maps were all done on paper, landslide boundaries were 
traced on the paper photographs with a grease pencil and then transferred by eye to paper 
quadrangles. In 21 years, we completed 349 Phase I landslide maps. In 2016, we launched the 
Phase II program by augmenting the aerial photographs with GoogleEarth images and LiDAR 
coverages and transferred three of our surface geologists into the program. By July 1, 2021, we had 
completed Phase II landslide mapping across the state (1,430 quadrangles) and had mapped 
45,911 landslides, becoming one of the first states in the nation to complete landslide mapping at 
a scale of 1;24,000. During the fourth quarter of 2021, we began our Phase III landslide mapping 
program which compares two existing LiDAR coverages for a given area, the first flown sometime 
between 2008 -2016 and the second flown 2016-2025. This comparison enables us to determine 
which slopes experienced movement during the interval between the LiDAR coverages. We have 
currently completed 727 Phase III maps and have now mapped a total of 78,994 landslides. 

The Medora Public Fossil Dig 

The Medora Public Fossil Dig ran from June 21 – June 29 and rain was a big factor this year. There 
were three rain days and a fourth day when it looked like it would likely be rained out so only half 
the diggers showed up. In all, fifty-one people were able to participate while another 51 attendees 
were rained out. Additionally, we typically have about 90 high school summer biology students 
attend the Medora dig for part of a day, but this year only 34 students attended because Legacy 
High School did not offer that course this summer and the bus that was transporting the Mandan 
High School summer biology students broke down in the Theodore Roosevelt National Park. Even 
with the reduced number of days, the diggers encountered a rich pocket of champsosaur and 
crocodile bones and collected 27 fossil field jackets. 

The full quarterly report is available on the website. 

Mr. Nathan Anderson and Mr. Mark Bohrer presented for consideration of approval the following 
Cases: 

i. Order 34956 in Case 32201 Regarding the authorization for the Department of Mineral 
Resources to proceed with the administrative hearing process and publish for hearing 
and comment the draft rules amendments to the “General Rules and Regulations for 
the Conservation of Crude Oil and Natural Gas” codified as Title 43 North Dakota 
Administrative Code.  

It was moved by Commissioner Goehring and seconded by Attorney General Wrigley that the 
Department of Mineral Resources is authorized to proceed with the administrative hearing 
process for Case No. 32201 and publish for hearing and comment the draft rule amendments 



to the “General Rules and Regulations for the Conservation of Crude Oil and Natural Gas” and 
“Geological Storage of Carbon Dioxide” codified as Articles 43-02-04 and 43-05-01 of the 
North Dakota Administrative Code.    

On a roll call vote, Governor Armstrong, Attorney General Wrigley, and Commissioner 
Goehring voted aye. The motion carried unanimously. 

ii. Order 34448 in Case 31712 – Regarding application of Hess Bakken Investments II, LLC 
to amend orders for Truax-Bakken Pool for overlapping standup 2560 spacing unit and 
authorize one horizontal well and such further relief as appropriate. 

It was moved by Commissioner Goehring and seconded by Attorney General Wrigley that the 
Industrial Commission approve Order No. 34448 in Case 31712 denying the application of 
Hess Bakken Investments II, LLC for an order amending the applicable orders for the Truax-
Bakken Pool to establish an overlapping standup 2560-acre spacing unit described as 
Sections 17, 20, 29 and 32, T.154N., R.98W., Williams County, ND, and authorize one 
horizontal well to be drilled on such unit, or granting such other relief as may be appropriate. 

On a roll call vote, Governor Armstrong, Attorney General Wrigley, and Commissioner 
Goehring voted aye. The motion carried unanimously. 

iii. Order 34826 in Case 32073 – Regarding application of Roger E. and Marilyn J. Baker for 
order to suspend and post hearing revoke certain XTO Energy permits or other such 
relief as appropriate. 

It was moved by Commissioner Goehring and seconded by Attorney General Wrigley that the  
Industrial Commission approve Order No. 34826 in Case 32073 denying the application of 
Roger E. and Marilyn J. Baker for an order to suspend, and after hearing, revoke XTO Energy 
Inc.’s permits for the GBU Sophia Federal 44X-10A-S (File No. 42137); GBU Sophia Federal 44X-
10E-S (File No. 42138); and GBU Sophia Federal 44X-10B-S (File No. 42139), with a surface 
location in the SESE of Section 10, T154N., R.96W., Williams County, ND, Grinnell Field, or 
granting such other relief as may be appropriate. 

On a roll call vote, Governor Armstrong, Attorney General Wrigley, and Commissioner 
Goehring voted aye. The motion carried unanimously. 

iv. Order 34753 in Case 32000 – Motion of the Commission to consider confiscation of 
injection related equipment and salable oil at SV Noonan 1 well operated by Sakakawea 
Ventures, LLC or any working interest owner. 

It was moved by Commissioner Goehring and seconded by Attorney General Wrigley that the 
Industrial Commission approve Order No. 34753 in Case 32000 approving the confiscation of 
the well and all injection-related equipment and salable oil at the SV Noonan 1 well (File No. 
90237), SWNW Section 2, T.162N., R.95W., Baukol Noonan Field, Divide County, ND, operated 
by Sakakawea Ventures, LLC, or any working interest owner, pursuant to NDCC §§ 38-08-04 
and 38-08-04.9. 

On a roll call vote, Governor Armstrong, Attorney General Wrigley, and Commissioner 
Goehring voted aye. The motion carried unanimously. 



v. Order 34754 in Case 32001 – Motion of the Commission to consider confiscation of 
injection related equipment and salable oil at the SV McGregor 1 well operated by 
Sakakawea Ventures, LLC or any working interest owner. 

It was moved by Commissioner Goehring and seconded by Attorney General Wrigley that the 
Industrial Commission approve Order No. 34754 in Case 32001 approving the confiscation of 
the well and all injection related equipment and salable oil at the SV McGregor 1 well (File No. 
90235), NWNW Section 21, T.159N., R.95W., Sauk Field, Williams County, ND, operated by 
Sakakawea Ventures, LLC, or any working interest owner, pursuant to NDCC §§ 38-08-04 and 
38-08-04.9. 

On a roll call vote, Governor Armstrong, Attorney General Wrigley, and Commissioner 
Goehring voted aye. The motion carried unanimously. 

vi. Order 34755 in Case 32002 – Motion of the Commission to consider confiscation of 
injection related equipment and salable oil at the SV McGregor 2 well operated by 
Sakakawea Ventures, LLC or any working interest owner. 

It was moved by Commissioner Goehring and seconded by Attorney General Wrigley that the 
Industrial Commission approve Order No. 34755 in Case 32002 approving the confiscation of 
the well and all injection-related equipment and salable oil at the SV McGregor 2 well (File No. 
90337), NWSW Section 21, T.159N., R.95W., Sauk Field, Williams County, ND, operated by 
Sakakawea Ventures, LLC, or any working interest owner, pursuant to NDCC §§ 38-08-04 and 
38-08-04.9. 

On a roll call vote, Governor Armstrong, Attorney General Wrigley, and Commissioner 
Goehring voted aye. The motion carried unanimously. 

vii. Order 34756 in Case 32003 – Motion of the Commission to consider confiscation of all 
treating plant-related equipment and salable oil at the SV McGregor Treating Plant 1 
facility operated by Sakakawea Ventures, LLC or any working interest owner. 

It was moved by Commissioner Goehring and seconded by Attorney General Wrigley that the 
Industrial Commission approve Order No. 34756 in Case 32003 approving the confiscation of 
all treating plant-related equipment and salable oil at the SV McGregor Treating Plant #1 
facility (Facility No.700097), NWNW Section 21, T.159N., R.95W., Sauk Field, Williams County, 
ND, operated by Sakakawea Ventures, LLC, or any working interest owner, pursuant to NDCC 
§§ 38-08-04 and 38-08-04.9. 

On a roll call vote, Governor Armstrong, Attorney General Wrigley, and Commissioner 
Goehring voted aye. The motion carried unanimously. 

NORTH DAKOTA TRANSMISSION AUTHORITY AND STATE ENERGY RESEARCH CENTER 

Mr. Claire Vigesaa, Ms. Daisy Selvaraj, and Mr. Peter Koegel gave a presentation of a Transmission 
Capacity and Large Load Impact Study, Funded Under SERC Task 2, “Provide Prompt Expertise for 
North Dakota – Timely Scientific and Engineering Studies to Support the State’s Interests.  

Highlights of the Study are as follows: 



• Reliability power flow model – Used to analyze system peak conditions in steady-state 
models. Thermal and voltage analysis is performed. 

• Economic dispatch model – Used to analyze hourly generation dispatch, transmission 
congestion, and LMP. 

• Used SPP ITP25 cases. 
• Assessment study years – Year 2 (2026), Year 5 (2029), Year 10 (2034)  
• Base models: Final PSS®E reliability planning models and PROMOD economic planning 

models from ITP25. 
• Large-load scenario models: Add large loads to high-voltage substations in the 2029 and 

2034 ITP25 base models. 
Generation Dispatch 

• For our analysis, existing and approved North Dakota generators including thermal (coal, 
gas, and oil) and renewable (solar, storage, and wind) are included in the bench and study 
models and dispatched as modeled in the ITP25 cases.  

• The reliability models were not changed to include active MISO, MPC, and SPP generator 
interconnection requests.  

• North Dakota area generation is projected to increase from  
6700MW in summer 2026 to 7400MW in summer 2034. 

Large Load Sensitivity Analysis 
• Several large loads were added at high-voltage locations in North Dakota. 
• Three scenarios were evaluated: eastern, central, and western North Dakota including 600–

1400MW. 
• Scenarios based in part on how much additional load the models would solve without 

mitigation. 
Study Observations 

• AC power flow analysis shows the number of thermal and voltage violations observed 
increases between the base and large-load scenarios. Upgrading transmission facilities 
may mitigate the observed violations. 

• The economic study indicates that the addition of large loads increases LMP. This effect is 
more significant in the summer than the winter. 

• Large load additions in North Dakota may add new economic opportunity for energy sales 
within the state with the addition of network upgrades. Adding significant load to the 
transmission system in North Dakota may reduce the amount of power generation that is 
exported outside the state. 

Future Study Considerations 
• New gas plants or other generating resources 
• Model estimated transmission mitigation and compare estimated costs with 

congestion/LMP prices 
• Co-located generation and large loads 

 
The full presentation can be found on the website.  
 
It was moved by Attorney General Wrigley and seconded by Commissioner Goehring that 
under the authority of North Dakota Century Code Sections 6-09-35, 44-04-18.4, 44-04-19.2, 



and 54-63-02 the Industrial Commission enter executive session for the purpose of 
Renewable Energy Program confidential business and Bank of North Dakota confidential 
business. 

On a roll call vote, Governor Armstrong, Attorney General Wrigley, and Commissioner 
Goehring voted aye. The motion carried unanimously. 

The Commission is meeting in executive session pursuant to N.D.C.C 44-04-18.4, 44-04-19.2 
and 54-63-02 to consider a confidentiality request submitted by an applicant to the 
Commission’s Renewable Energy Program.  Only Commission members, their staff, and 
Commission staff will participate in this executive session. 

Following the Renewable Energy Program executive session, the Commission is meeting in 
executive session pursuant to N.D.C.C. 6-09-35, 44-04-18.4, and 44-04-19.2 to consider those 
items listed on the agenda under Bank of North Dakota Confidential Business.  Only 
Commission members, their staff, Commission staff, and Bank of North Dakota staff will 
participate in this executive session. 

Any formal action taken by the Commission will occur after it reconvenes in open session. 

Governor Armstrong reminded the Commission members and those present in executive 
session that the discussion must be limited to the announced purposes. The executive 
session is anticipated to last approximately 45 minutes and will begin at 10:42 a.m. 

Meeting Closed to the Public for Executive Session Pursuant to NDCC 6-09-35, 44-04-18.4, 44-
04-19.2, and 54-6302. 

RENEWABLE ENERGY PROGRAM EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Industrial Commission Members Present 
Governor Kelly Armstrong 
Attorney General Drew H. Wrigley 
Agriculture Commissioner Doug Goehring  
 
Others in attendance 
Jacy Schafer  Governor’s Office 
Chris Joseph  Governor's Office 
Dutch Bialke  Agriculture Commissioner’s Office 
Karen Tyler  Industrial Commission Office 
Jordan Kannianen Industrial Commission Office 
Brenna Jessen  Industrial Commission Office 
 

BANK OF NORTH DAKOTA EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

Industrial Commission Members Present 
Governor Kelly Armstrong 
Attorney General Drew H. Wrigley 
Agriculture Commissioner Doug Goehring  



 
BND Members Present 
Don Morgan 
Kelvin Hullet 
Craig Hanson 
Gus Stahhl 
Rick Geloff 
 
Others in attendance 
Jacy Schafer  Governor’s Office 
Chris Joseph  Governor's Office 
Dutch Bialke  Agriculture Commissioner’s Office 
Karen Tyler  Industrial Commission Office 
Jordan Kannianen Industrial Commission Office 
Brenna Jessen  Industrial Commission Office 
 
 
The executive session ended at 11:46 a.m. and the Commission reconvened in open session. 

During the Renewable Energy Program executive session a confidentiality request was 
considered. 

It was moved by Commissioner Goehring and seconded by Attorney General Wrigley that the 
Industrial Commission accept the recommendation of Jordan Kannianen, Deputy Executive 
Director, and pursuant to N.D.C.C. 44-04-18.4 and 54-63-02 grant the confidentiality request 
and determine that the request is confidential and the information described in the request is 
a trade secret, commercial, financial or proprietary information and is confidential.   

On a roll call vote, Governor Armstrong, Attorney General Wrigley, and Commissioner 
Goehring voted aye. The motion carried unanimously. 

During the Bank of North Dakota executive session, confidential Bank business was discussed. No 
action was taken. 

 

 

BANK OF NORTH DAKOTA 

Mr. Don Morgan presented the CEO Report. The presentation covered BND’s Vision/Traction 
Organizer which contains their core values, core focus, core targets for 2035, marketing strategies 
and target markets, 4-year financial targets, and annual goals.   

The full report can be found on the website. 

Mr. Morgan presented the Non-Confidential Committee and Advisory Board Minutes for July 15 and 
17, 2025 meetings for the Commission member’s review. 



With no further business, Governor Armstrong adjourned the meeting of the Industrial Commission 
at 11:52 a.m. 
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