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3515-Outdoor Heritage Fund September 2020 - Round 
17

Funding 
Opportunity 
Due Date:

Sep 2, 2020 5:00 PM

Program Area: Outdoor Heritage Fund

Status: Under Review

Stage: Final Application

Initial Submit 
Date:

Aug 20, 2020 2:44 PM

Initially 
Submitted By:

Eric Dahl

Last Submit 
Date:

Last Submitted 
By:

Primary Contact Information

Active User*: Yes

Type: External User

Name: Mr.
Salutation

Eric
First Name

Middle Name

Dahl
Last Name

Title: Soil & Water Resources Manager

Email*: eric.dahl@nd.nacdnet.net

Address*: 1665 43rd St S, Suite 103

Fargo
City

North Dakota
State/Province

58103
Postal Code/Zip

Phone*: 701-282-2157
Phone

###-###-####

3
Ext.

Organization Information

Status*: Approved

Name:*:

Cass County Soil Conservation District 

Organization 
Type:*:

County Government

Tax Id:

Organization 
Website::

Address:*: 1665 43rd St S, Suite 103

Fargo
City

North Dakota
State/Province

58103
Postal Code/Zip

Phone:*: 701-282-2157
###-###-####

3
Ext.

Fax:: ###-###-####

4136 - Cass County Windbreak & Wildlife Planting 
Initiative Phase II
Application Details

Contact Information
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Fax: ###-###-####

Comments:

Benefactor:

Vendor ID:

PeopleSoft 
Supplier ID:

Comments::

Location Code:

SAM.gov Entity 
ID:

SAM.gov 
Name:

SAM.gov Entity 
ID Expiration 
Date:

State Issued ID:

Category #:

Year Begin:

Year Closed:

NCES#:

Budget

Objective of Grant

Objective of Grant:

The Cass County Windbreak and Wildlife Planting Initiative is intended to provide financial assistance to 
residents of Cass County for establishment of windbreak, wildlife and riparian tree plantings.  

Summary

Grant Request: $50,000.00

Matching Funds: $50,000.00

Total Project Costs: $100,000.00

You must have at least 25% match

Percentage of Match: 50.0%
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Project Expenses

Budget Narrative

Budget Narrative:

The program will financially assist landowners with the planting of trees by providing 75% cost share towards the 
planting of trees, the landowner will be responsible for 25% matching funds. We are asking for 50% contribution 
from the Outdoor Heritage Fund. Cass County SCD will be providing the additional 25% in match funds for the 
project. 

Bid Attachments

Match Funding

In-Kind

In-Kind Total:

Description

Directives

Major Directive*: Directive C
Choose One

Additional Directive: Directive B
Choose All That Apply

Type of Agency*: Political Subdivision
Choose One

Abstract/Executive Summary

Project Expense 
Description

OHF 
Request

Match Share 
(Cash)

Match 
Share (In-

Kind)
Match Share 

(Indirect)

Other Project 
Sponsor's 

Share

Total Each 
Project 

Expense

Cass County 
Windbreak & Wildlife 
Planting Initiative 

$50,000.00 $25,000.00 $0.00 $0.00 $25,000.00 $100,000.00

$50,000.00 $25,000.00 $0.00 $0.00 $25,000.00 $100,000.00

Description File Name Type Size Upload Date

No files attached.

Match Amount Funding Source Match Type

$25,000.00 Producer Match Cash

$25,000.00 Cass County SCD Cash

$50,000.00
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Abstract/Executive Summary*:

The Cass County Windbreak and Wildlife Planting Initiative is intended to provide financial assistance to 
residents of Cass County for establishment of windbreak, wildlife and riparian tree plantings. Trees play a 
valuable role in Cass County as they reduce wind velocity, wind erosion and provide valuable wildlife habitats.  

Land use within Cass County is dominated by intensive row crop agriculture with corn, soybeans and spring 
wheat being the primary crops. Extensive tillage and flat, open terrain contributes to wind erosion of the soil. 
Planting trees has long been a valuable practice to control wind erosion. The area was once dominated by large 
field windbreaks established in the 1950?s. These windbreaks, many of which are nearing the end of their 
lifespan, are becoming fewer and far between. This program is designed to help promote the planting of trees in 
Cass County for field windbreaks and wildlife habitat establishment.  

Long recognizing the benefits that trees provide in terms of wind reduction and wildlife habitat, planting tress is 
not a new concept in Cass County. However, costly replacement and re-establishment of trees makes it a large 
investment to local landowners. With fewer and fewer programs available to assist financially in the planting of 
trees, this program will be extremely valuable in helping establish trees in Cass County. 

Project Duration

Project Duration*:

2 years 

Narrative

Narrative

Briefly summarize your organization's history, mission, current programs and activities. Include an overview of your 

organizational structure, including board, staff and volunteer involvement.

Organization Information*:

The Cass County Soil Conservation District is a governmental subdivision of the State of North Dakota organized 
under law to exercise public powers in the conservation of soil and water resources. This provides a means for all 
interested parties to work together in the conservation of natural resources. 

Originally formed in 1937 as four separate Districts, they were combined over the ensuing years until 1974, when 
the present day District was formed to cover the entire county.  It is governed by a 5 member Board that control 
and supervise the activities of the District. Board members include Curt Knutson, Warren Solberg, Brad 
Kellerman, Terry Hoffmann, and Brooks Whitmore.  The District board and employees develop a plan of work to 
ensure district organization has a well-developed plan to carry out local projects for improvement of soil and 
water resources.   

The staff of the SCD consists of:  Jeffrey Miller ? Director, Eric Dahl ? Soil & Water Resource Manager, Tony 
Peterson - District Technician, Amy Cole ? Office Manager.  The staff is knowledgeable in tree planting and 
plants roughly 250,000 feet of trees annually.  The District operates 2 No-Till grass drills, 2 tree planters, and 
mulch fabric machine.  The staff is also experienced in grant administration.   

In addition to full time staff, the District hires 2-4 seasonal employees for tree planting and fabric application.  
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Describe the proposed project identifying how the project will meet the specific directive(s) of the Outdoor Heritage 
Fund Program.
Identify project goals, strategies and benefits and your timetable for implementation. Include information about the need for the 

project and whether there is urgency for funding. Indicate if this is a new project or if it is replacing funding that is no longer 

available to your organization. Identify any innovative features or processes of your project. 

Note: if your proposal provides funding to an individual, the names of the recipients must be reported to the Industrial 

Commission/Outdoor Heritage Fund. These names will be disclosed upon request. 

If your project involves an extenuating circumstance to exempted activities please explain.

Purpose of Grant*:

The goal of The Cass County Windbreak and Wildlife Planting Initiative is to assist Cass County landowners with 
the planting of trees for field windbreak and wildlife habitat establishment. The program will financially assist 
landowners with the planting of trees by providing 75% cost share towards the planting of trees, the landowner 
will be responsible for 25% matching funds. Cumulatively over the two-year project, The Cass County Windbreak 
& Wildlife Planting Initiative successfully planted 142,710 linear feet of trees creating roughly 46 acres of wildlife 
habitat totaling 21,786 trees planted. We are looking to build on these successes with the help of the Outdoor 
Heritage Fund in Phase II.  

The following are the provisions that were put in place under the original program:  
The Cass County Soil Conservation District has implemented a cost-sharing program for landowners wishing to 
plant field windbreaks, riparian tree plantings, or wildlife plantings. The funding will be available on a first-come, 
first served basis.  The program will provide successful applicants with a 75% cost share, up to $7,500.  All 
plantings must meet NRCS Standards and Specifications for soil suitability and tree species to qualify.  The 
planting plan must be designed by the Cass County SCD.  

Contract Conditions: 
? Tree planting plans must be designed by the Cass County SCD 
? Cost share contract must be signed and returned to the Cass County SCD prior to the tree planting 
? All site preparation is the responsibility of the landowner and needs to be completed prior to planting 
? Weed barrier or a weed control plan must be in place for all tree plantings.  Failure to control weeds will 
result in repayment of cost-share dollars 
? Livestock must be kept out of trees until they are large enough to not be damaged 
? All future maintenance is the responsibility of the landowner 
? Cass County SCD will cost-share on trees, machine tree planting, fabric barrier, and fabric barrier 
application.  The cost-share will be based on actual costs incurred, and will reimbursed after planting is complete 
and submission of receipts and an IRS W-9 form.   
? It is the landowner?s responsibility to ensure there are no underground utilities by contacting the OneCall 
service. 
? The trees must be maintained for a period of 5 years, with at least 70% survival at the end of 5 years.  Acts 
of God will be evaluated on a case-by-case basis.   

Please list the counties that would be impacted by this project:

Counties*: Cass

Is This Project Part of a 
Comprehensive Conservation 
Plan?*:

Yes

If Yes, Please Provide Copy of 
Plan:

Long Range Plan 2019.pdf
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Does Your Project Involve an 
Extenuating Circumstance?*:

No

Please Explain:

Provide a description of how you will manage and oversee the project to ensure it is carried out on schedule and in a manner 

that best ensures its objectives will be met. Include a brief background and work experience for those managing the project.

Management of Project*:

The project will be administered by the Cass County Soil Conservation District using our well-established 
planning process and implementation schedule. All participants are required to sign a written contract and place a 
down payment. The contract assures the trees are properly maintained and implemented according to our 
standards and specifications. Our staff is knowledgeable and well trained with years of experience working with 
landowners to plant trees.

Indicate how the project will be funded or sustained in future years. Include information on the sustainability of this project after 

OHF funds have been expended and whether the sustainability will be in the form of ongoing management or additional 

funding from a different source.

Sustainability*:

This project will be sustained as long as interest remains strong. The Cass County Soil Conservation District will 
budget funds to help assist landowners with the planting of trees. 

Indicate how the project will be affected if less funding is available than that requested.

Partial Funding*:

The overall footage goal may be reduced if partial funding is granted. 

If you are a successful recipient of Outdoor Heritage Fund dollars, how would you recognize the Outdoor Heritage Fund 

partnership? * There must be signage at the location of the project acknowledging OHF funding when appropriate. If there are 

provisions in that contract that your organization is unable to meet, please indicate below what those provisions would be.

Partnership Recognition*:

Recognition of the OHF grant would be multi-faceted.  The local newspaper, the SCD quarterly newsletter, and 
SCD website would all have information about the partnership. In addition, at all tree planting locations, signage 
would advertise the partnership to the public. 

Do you have any supporting documents, such as maps or letters of support that you would like to provide? If so, please provide 

them in a single file.

Supporting Documents*: No

If Yes, Please Provide Copies in 
a Single File:

Awarding of Grants - Review the appropriate sample contract for your organization. Sample Contract

Can You Meet All the Provisions 
of the Sample Contract?*:

Yes

If there are provisions in that contract that your organization is unable to meet, please indicate below what those provisions 

would be:

Provisions Unable to Meet:
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Tasks

Tasks

Description of Tasks

Please Describe Tasks:

The project will involve the planning, and full implementation of tree planting for windbreak and wildlife habitats in 
Cass County. Outdoor Heritage Fund's financial contribution will be for the implementation of the project only. All 
staffing and administrative costs will be absorbed by Cass County Soil Conservation. 

Deliverables

Deliverables

Certification

Certification

Certification: Yes

Name: Eric 
First Name

Dahl
Last Name

Title: Soil & Water Resource Manager 
Title

Date: 08/20/2020

Internal Application Number

#/ID:

Industrial Commission Action

Industrial Commission Action

Task Start Date Completion Date

Tree Planting 2021 04/30/2021 06/30/2021

Tree Planting 2022 04/30/2022 06/30/2022

Deliverable Quantity Unit of Measurement, if applicable

Linear Feet of Trees 2021 65000.000 Linear Feet 

Linear Feet of Trees 2022 65000.000 Linear Feet 
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Date of Commission meeting*:

Did the Commission approve 
funding?*:

If Yes, what is the approved 
funding level?:

Are there any contingencies?*:

If Yes, what are the 
contingencies?:

Minutes:
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