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December 10, 2014 *Colorado

Minnesota

Minot Retricver Club
PO Box 643
Minot, ND 58702-0643

RE: Dam Construction

...c Ward County Watcr Rcsource Board received your November 17, 2014 letter, which
appears to request a permit for construction of dams. The Board instructed me to inform you that
a construction permit (if one is required) must be obtained through the State Engineer’s office.
A permit is required for dams that arc capable of rctaining or diverting more than 50 acrc-fect of
water (if the dam is classified as a medium-hazard or high-hazard dam, a pcrmit is reauired if the
dam is capablc of rctaining or diverting more than 25 acre-feet of water). See N...C.C. § 61-
16.1-38.

An application (SFN 51695) must be subir  ted to the State Engineer. Unless the proposed dams
are low-hazard dams (less than 10’ in heig.t), the application must include complcte plans and
specifications prepared by a professional engineer. The Stale Engineer will review the
application and supporting materials and then forward the application to the Ward Counly Water
Resource Board for recview and comment. The final decision, however, rcsts with thc Statc
Engineer.

An Application Form is attached for your convenience. Forms can be obtained from the North
Dakota State Water Commission website:

B W/ re.stet= nd us/4dlin*/4dcgi/GetSubCategoryRecord/Permits %2 "='" """ *
ppl’ 7 s/Crmt~clion%20Pe~*3

You may also want to consult the Dam Design Handbook (also available at the link provided
above). While not a comprehensive step-by-step set of requirements, this handbook provides
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helpful information about the gathering of data, the design of the structure, the preparation of
construction drawings and specifications, and the inspection of construction.

Sincerely,
McGEE, HANKLA & BACKES, P.C.

Bryan Van Grinsven
E-mail ' ~ " m@n

Encl.
cc: Ward County Watcr Resource Board Secretary
Dennis Reep, HDR Engineering
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WATER DEVELOPMENT DIVISION
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May 1, 2015

Minot Retriever Club
Attn: Edward Sehn
PO Box 643

Minot, ND 58701

RE: Two small dams near Burlington, North Dakota.
Dear Mr. Sehn:

This is to acknowledge receipt of State Water Commission Form SFN-51685 for the
construction of a couple of dams capable of storing less than 50 acre-feet located in the SW %,
SW %, Section 34, Township 156 North, Range 84 West in Ward County. State law does not
require a permit for creations with less than 50 acre-feet of storage. The State Water
Commission Form SFN-51695 is for information only to enable the State Engineer to record
locations of all dams and reservoir acreage and volumes.

It is noted on your construction permit application that the West dam riprap spillway will maintain
a reservoir capacity of 3.33 acre-feet at the emergency spillway and that the East dam riprap
spillway will maintain a reservoir capacity of 5.53 acre-feet at the emergency spillway. If the
amount of water intended to be stored were to increase, Section 61-04-02 of the North Dakota
Century Code states that regardless of the proposed use, all water users shall secure a Water
Use Permit prior to construction an impoundment capable of retaining more than twelve and a
half acre-feet of water measured at the top of the principal spillway. Contact James MacArthur
of the Water Appropriation Division at 701-328-3441 with any questions regarding water use
permits.

It is recommended that your dam be constructed in 6-inch layers and compacted with rubber-
wheeled earth moving equipment. The material used for construction of the dam should not
contain vegetative matter or consist primarily of sand and gravel, It is also suggested that a
spillway be constructed around one or both ends of the embankment and that the top width be a
minimum of 10 feet. It is suggested that the side slopes be no steeper than 3 horizontal to 1
vertical (3:1). If itis not possible to construct a spillway, it is suggested that the top width be 20
feet and that extra care be taken to ensure compaction.

It is your responsibility to ensure that the project will not back water onto land not under your
control. Should the dam wash out; you may be liable for any damages caused. Construction of
a dam does not constitute a water right. If the State Engineer determines the water is needed to

TODD SANDO, P.E.
STATE ENGINEER
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fulfill a senior water right, you will be required to release the water by breaching, pumping,
syphaning, or other means.

If you should have any questions or are in need of assistance, please feel free to contact me at
701-328-2752.

Sincerely,

Dwight Comfort, P.E.
Regulatory Section

DC:ph/1313
cc: Ward County WRD
Robert White, Office of the State Engineer







	gr6-002
	gr6-002
	gr6-002b

	gr6-002-Retriever

